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President’s Message 

Hope everyone had a very good Holiday 
Season. Looking forward to the many 
interesting things that will be covered in 
2018. Always wanting to learn new things. 
I have been making some really interesting 
facts in my genealogy. Attempted to get hold of a cousin 
in Norway and low and behold got an email from her in 
November. This has been very exciting and she has been 
giving me lots of information on my Grandfather’s 
family. Sone of them came to the United States and some 
stayed in Norway. She’s told me stories about both and I 
have been able to give her some facts on what I know also. 
I also heard from a cousin on the East Coast and we have 
been emailing and messaging information back and 
forth. She has been asking me questions I don’t have an 
answer for her yet but I guess that keeps you searching. 
She came back the week before Thanksgiving to visit her 
parents and I was able to meet with her and her mother 
for several hours. We even did a little cemetery walking. 
We all shared stories and facts. 

On the cemetery visit found my great, great 
grandparent’s grave and discovered he served in the Civil 
War. I have done a little research since then and 
discovered he served in 91 st Infantry, Company E in 
Illinois under the name Thor Henrickson. When he 
ended up in Iowa, he was known as Thor Lande. Now 
there is a story there. I think part of it is that his father’s 
name was Hendick and he was his son. That is only my 
guess. 

I had my DNA done and found I am 45% Norwegian - no 
surprise there and 28% Eastern European - no surprise 
there as my father’s side came from Switzerland but I am 
anxious to contact more distant cousins. 

Hope to see you at one or all of the events coming up in 
2018. 

'Ttcutctf 
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January 12, 2018 - page 3 
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January 17, 2018- Page 2 
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Genealogy Help Session 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

November a. 2017 Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by 
President Nancy Long. Twenty-one members and 
one guest in attendance. 

Pete Peterson made a motion to approve the minutes 
of the October meeting as printed in the newsletter. 
Bonnie Samuel seconded. Motion carried. 

The Treasurer’s report will be filled for audit. 

Bonnie Samuel reported that Genealogy Plus will be 
held in December as a Christmas party and help 
session. 

Nominating Committee - Merlene Whisenand and 
Dick Cooper gave their report on a slate of officers 
for the upcoming year: 

President - Nancy Long 

Vice President - Bonnie Samuel 

Treasurer - Pete Peterson 

Secretary - Annette Andregg 

Librarian - Patricia Sawyer 

Historian - Paul Martsching 

Public Relations - Gwenna Jacobson 

Newsletter Editor - Dick Cooper 

Merlene Whisenand made the motion to accept the 

slate of officers. Mary Ausborn seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Bonnie Samuel made a motion to accept the 
recommendation from the Board for the dues 
increase of $15 for singles and $20 for couples 
starting January 2018. Merlene Whisenand 
seconded. Motion carried. 

Website tidbit - Check the Forums section - place to 
ask questions. 

50 th Anniversary coming up in 2018. Technology 
Fair was suggested. Will need a set up a Committee 
to work on this event. 

Everyone took a turn telling the group something 
they would like to see a presentation on in the future. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday. January 8. 2018 

6:30 pm - Ames Public Library 

DO YOU KNOW?...about the members and 
membership in the Story County Genealogical 
Society? Come share your interest in 
genealogy. Our members are a society of searchers 
and researchers who love to talk genealogy and want 
to get to know YOU. We all learn from each other. 

Feel free to bring a pedigree chart and/or surnames 
who are the focus of your family history to 
share. You might find a cousin!!! 

Learn about the "members only" section of our new 
website, storygenes.com 

Bring a friend. Our meetings are free and open to the 
public. 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday. January 17. 2018 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm - Ames Public Library 
Presented bv Dr. Paul Laslev 

Technological Changes in Farming and 

Its Impact on Farm Families 

Dr. Paul Lasley returns for the first Genealogy Plus! 
session of the 2018. 

American agriculture has experienced four major 
technological revolutions, which have not only 
changed how farming is done, but has greatly shaped 
the culture of rural life. 

Genealogy Help Session 

Wednesday, January 24, 2018 
10 AM to noon - Ames Public Library 

" Let’s Talk About Your Genealogy” 

Bring your genealogy and computer questions and 
we'll try to help you find a solution. This is an 
informal and individual help session. 
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Genealogy Research Fundamentals 
Class 

Friday, January 12, 2018 
10 AM to noon - Ames Public Library 

This is a four part series that begins on January 
12th with additional classes on January 19th, 
January 26th, and February 2nd, 2018. 

Genealogy is a research process. Understanding the 
basic fundamentals of that process and organization 
of your work and findings will help you succeed! In 
this four part series of classes, students will learn 
about organization, documentation and the research 
process. 

Students will learn genealogy terminology, citing the 
source of your research findings, how to extract and 
evaluate the info you find too. You'll also learn about 
online resources and traditional hunting at 
courthouses, libraries, cemeteries, churches and 
more! 

This is a small class, interactive with lots of 
individual attention. Genealogy Research 
Fundamentals is a consecutive series, not a drop in 
class. There is a text, some homework too and you'll 
be provided a filing binder and plenty of handouts. 

Sign up soon, class size is limited. The class is free 
and held at the Ames Public Library... 

Register here: http://bit.lv/2Am2Yqg 

Questions? Call 515-20:3-1056 , Bonnie 
Samuel, Instructor 

Genealogy Research Fundamentals Class is 
offered by Story County Genealogical Society 
and the Ames Public Library 

Additional Meetings and Seminars 

January 19 - Research Fundamentals - 10AM 
January 26 - Research Fundamentals - 10AM 
February 2 - Research Fundamentals - loAm 
February 12 - SCGS Meeting - 6:30 PM 
February 21 - Swedish Research - 10AM 
February 28 - General Help Session - 10AM 


New! 

Monthly Genealogy Help! 

Computer & Research Help Genealogy 
Group 

Meeting 4th Wednesday of the Month 
10 am - Noon 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Many have asked for more research help sessions. 
Often requests for research help are about 
understanding how to use their genealogy software 
effectively, as well as research techniques to find that 
elusive ancestor! 

So...each month (4th Wednesday) we will meet in 
the auditorium at the library. If we have a software 
presentation and others want to get assistance with 
a specific research problem, we are able to divide the 
room and meet everyone's needs. Our super 
genealogy sleuth helpers will be on hand to help you. 

We encourage you to bring your own computers, but 
we will have library computers available too. 

Story County Genealogical Society and the Ames 
Public Library are pleased to offer this genealogical 
assistance along with our other monthly program, 
Genealogy Plus. 

The next Computer & Research Help Genealogy 
Group will be Wednesday, January 24th. Genealogy 
Plus meets January 17th and we are pleased to 
welcome Professor Paul Lasley back to talk about 
how the industrialization of farming in post-Civil 
War time changed our rural ancestors’ lives and 
continues to impact society today. 

IMPORTANT!!!!! 

During the winter weather months. Story 

County Genealogical Society will not have 

meetings or seminars if the Ames Public 

Schools are closed for winter weather. Also. 

you can check the SCGS website and/or 

Facebook page for updates. Please consider 

safety and common sense when deciding 

whether to attend a SCGS event. Thank you 
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Lost or Stolen Family History 


Where to start? My mother was the family 
genealogist, she started back in the 6o’s. I received 
her boxes of papers from my father probably in the 
90’s and got started awhile after that. After I was 
into it for a while I had borrowed from my father 
some family history books that he had. There was a 
2-vol set for one family and another book for 
another branch, which just happened to be my 
father’s paternal line, back to our immigrant 
ancestor who came from Germany in 1749. 

I would get those books out from time to time for 
reference and to add names to my data base. My 
father had always warned me that my brother was to 
get the Guss Line’s book. I rather frowned on this, 
but since he was the son and carried the family name 
I tried to understand. I also thought I might be able 
to talk my brother into me keeping the book. I 
thought time would tell. 

My father was back in Iowa the summer of 2016 and 
asked for the books back, as they were his I gave 
them back to him. 

Flash forward to this past summer, I called my 
father on his 85th birthday in July. In the course of 
our conversation, my father said he had something 
to tell me. He had decided to give the family history 
books to my cousin, basically because he was male 
and had male heirs. My brother has a son but he has 
no children of his own. I was quite upset at this news 
but tried not to let my dad know how I felt. They 
were his books to do as he pleased. But the next bit 
of news really took me for a loop. He told me had 
boxed them up and put them in the mail and that the 
box had not reached its’ destination. The books 
were lost. He had not put insurance on the package 
so he didn’t think he could do anything about it. I 
don’t know when this had occurred and I didn’t 
think to ask him. By this time I was physically ill. 
After we finished our conversation I went 
downstairs where my computer is and I had planned 
on working on a genealogy project I needed to finish. 
And again, for the second time that night the worst 
happened, my computer crashed. It was the worst 
night of my life! 

Continued on page 4, column 2 (LOST) 


Continued from page 4, column 1 (LOST) 

The next day I was still quite upset. I could not 
believe that those priceless books were lost, not only 
to me but our family. They were not some book you 
could just go to the local bookstore and order. Well, 
I’m not sure why but I decided to Google the books 
and to see what happens. I could not believe it but I 
found all 3 books for sale, by 3 different vendors, on 
Amazon. I was simply amazed. I was not all that 
surprised that the 2-vol set was for sale because I 
believe that there was more of those printed and they 
might come up for sale. The Guss Lines book is 
much rarer. And then I read the description of the 
book-it smells like smoke, was owned by a smoker, 
and it has tabs with people’s names that they didn’t 
want to remove for fear of mining the pages. That 
was exactly what I had done with the book, I had put 
post-it note file tabs on the pages of my direct line 
and also on my page. It was at that moment that I 
knew that that was my dad’s book and the other 2 
from the other vendors were probably my dad’s also. 
I knew I had to get those books. I wrestled with the 
idea of trying to get ahold of Amazon and reporting 
the situation but I was afraid if I did, that I would not 
be able to get the books or they would want to get my 
dad involved in retrieving them. 

That day I told my husband that I was going to buy 
those books. They were going to cost me almost 
$500 but I just had to get them. My son has an 
Amazon Prime card so I asked him if he would order 
them for me, which he did that very night. They 
came in the mail just a few days later and I know that 
the one book was the one that my dad owned because 
of the tabs on the pages so I think the other two were 
also. Those books had no distinguishing marks on 
them. 

Well, now I have them back. I haven’t shared this 
story with my family, especially my dad. I’m not sure 
I ever will tell him. Am I a terrible person for not 
wanting to do that? What would you do? 

Submitted by Luanne Endreland 

^ /. A ^ ^ 
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Researching From a Distance 

by Mary J. Lohr 


You live in one state but the ancestor you're 
researching lived most of his life in a faraway 
state. And that is where he left the records you need 
to solve some of your challenges. If time, 
economics, or other factors prevent you from 
traveling to that location to research, these 
suggestions may help: 

• Check the FamilySearch Wiki to determine 
what records exist, where they are located, 
and how to access them. 

• Contact a genealogical or historical area in 
the area to seek their advice. Usually, they 
literally know "where the bodies are buried." 

• Search for the webpage and catalog of 
libraries in the area. They are also 
depositories of records, some of which you 
may be able to obtain through inter-library 
loan. On the web page, look for contact 
information or a "Chat With a Librarian" 
feature. (The library may also have digitized 
newspapers.) 

• Join a Facebook page or group that focuses 
on the area. You can post a query and ask for 
assistance. 

• Check the Gen Web site for the county and 
state. 

• Finally, you may need to hire a researcher in 
the area as a last resort. If so, be sure to check 
their credentials and references and be very 
specific in your request to them so your time 
and money are not wasted. 

Other January 2018 Dates 

January 1 - New Year’s Day 

January 13 - Stephen Foster Day 

January 15 - M L King Jr Birthday 

January 6,13,20,27 - Reiman Gardens Kids Movies 

February 2 - Groundhog Day 

February 14 - Don’t Forget Your Valentine 


Just in time for Christmas shopping 

[Editor’s note: This article just missed the 
December newsletter but it is still valid] 

If you shop on Amazon, you can now support SCGS! 
By going to Smile.Amazon.com once you are logged 
in to your account, you can select “Story County 
Chapter of the Iowa Genealogical Society” (our 
official name as a non-profit) as a beneficiary. That 
means our Society earns a small commission on any 
purchases. Your price remains the same. 
Smile.Amazon.com has the same prices and 
products as Amazon.com. Alternatively, you can 
access Smile Amazon from the icon near the bottom 
of the Story County Genealogical Society HOME 
page: https://storygenes.com/index.php . 


And Happy New Year 

FORUMS 

A new feature on the SCGS website 
( storvgenes .com) are the Forums. 

The Forums (available from the left side menu on 
the opening screen) is a discussion area where 
members can post questions and comments. 
Currently, there are four topics: Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ), Genealogy Software, Solving Brick 
walls, and DNA. 

A few questions to help us start the new year 
out right - 

I don't get to the Monday night meeting because: 

* Don't drive at night._Would you come if 

someone could pick you up?_ 

* Have other commitment_Too easy to 

stay home_ Other_ 

What suggestions do you have that would make 
being a member of SCGS a priority for you? 

What is the best way to communicate with 

you? Direct email_Newsletter_ 

Telephone_Snail mail_ 

Please reply to: dkallem( 5 )jowatelecom.net 
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Membership in SCGS 


Editor’s Desk 

Well it goes without saying that when you get this 
newsletter it will probably be 2018.1 hope that you 
had a very good holiday season and here’s wishing 
everyone a Happy New. In genealogy language, I 
hope that you find that long lost relative and that 
you break that brick wall in 2018. 

Did you ever think of genealogy as a morbid 
subject?? Think about it: Most genealogists like to 
visit cemeteries and most of the people that we are 
looking for are dead. If you look at it that way, maybe 
we are really morbid, but I think that genealogists 
look at it as discovering our past and our history. 
This enables us to explain many things about 
ourselves and our family. NOTE: By being a member 
of SCGS I have made more friends and even found 
some cousins (also friends) that I didn’t know about. 
Is that exciting or what!?!?!?!?!?! 

It seems like every time I look at the SCGS website 
(www.storvgenes.com) I find something new. Of 
course there are some items that are for members 
only (see next column for ways to join SCGS> > > > >). 
But there are many items that everyone can see, 
such as: Forums, Blog Page, Newsletters, 
Officers, Event information, Facts Page, Links 
Page (including Story County Resources), Ames 
Public Library information and much, much 
more. If you join SCGS you will receive a username 
and beginning password (you can change it once you 
sign on) in your email and have access to everything 
on the website. Just as a note: There are over 50 
links on the Links Page and all of the current 
Events (and past events) are on the website also. 
The home page even has a link so you can submit 
your feedback or ideas about SCGS or the website 

Return of Marriage is a document found in many 
Iowa marriages that seems to be very common and 
easy to find. On these documents you will find many 
details about the groom, bride, fathers, mothers and 
other family members as well as other information 
such as the date and location of the wedding. I have 
found many Marriage Returns from 1892 to 1940. 

“Dick Co-o-ftei 


December 1 was the first day members could renew 
their membership through the SCGS website. The 
big red notice appears after you login (for current 
members). It tells you that your membership 
expires on Dec. 31 and explains that renewal can be 
done through the member profile page. 

It's not a complicated process to follow the 
instructions. At one point you must check a box and 
then a five digit code is generated that must be typed 
into the box. That will bring up your PayPal login 
screen and you can pay one of three ways: through 
bank debit, credit card, or PayPal balance. 

There is also the option to make a donation! Any 
amount entered over the $15 (Individual) or $20 
(Family) membership amount will be applied to 
SCGS as a donation. You can also make a donation 
by going to the bottom of the HOME page on the 
SCGS website: www.storvgenes.com . 

A quote from the SCGS Web Manager: “I am really 
pleased this feature of the new website works as we 
had hoped.” 

Submitted by SCGS Web Manager 

NOTE: There are additional methods of payment if 

you don’t want to pay online. 

• Go to the NEWSLETTER page on the website 

( www. storygenes. com) and open any of the 

newsletters (except December 2017). Print 
the last page (page 8) for the membership 
application form. 

• Or you can come to any of our meetings or 
seminars and ask an officer for a membership 
form and we’ll make certain that you get it. 

Your 2018 SCGS Officers 

The list of newly elected officers is in the SCGS 
minutes on page 2. At my earliest convenience I will 
get a picture of the whole gang. 
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STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 



Logo design by Karen 
Pattee David 


Name(s): 
Address: _ 


Send membership dues to P.O. Box 692 , Ames, Iowa 50010 

OR 

Pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
OR 


Credit cards are accepted also (www.storygenes.com) 
Individual Membership - $15 * Family Membership - $20 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 
SCGS is a member of the Iowa Genealogical Society 


Membership Application 


Citv: 


State: 

Zip: 

Phone: 

email: 


Birthday: 
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President’s Message 

I neglected to thank our outgoing 
officers and want to do that now. 
Thank you Mary Ausborn for 
keeping our books, Katy Pattee for 
keeping minutes and attendance 
of our meetings and hope you are 
better and able to attend our 
meetings soon and Mary Lohr for keeping our 
Genealogy section at the Library up-to-date. Thank 
you to those who are staying on in their positions for 
the upcoming year. Your hard work is greatly 
appreciated. 

2018 is off to a good start with a full Basics Class, 
Membership Committee helped us get acquainted 
and learn more about each other at our Society 
meeting and of course we can’t forget Paul Lasley. 
He always fills our heads full of history and shows us 
how this relates to our Genealogy Research and how 
we can put the two together to create our Family 
History stories. The Computer/Help Session always 
brings interesting questions and hopefully someone 
has a question answered. We have the Genealogy 
Proof Standard Class coming up in March. 


Story Countv Genealogical Society 

February 12, 2018 - 6:30 PM - Page 3 
Ames Public Library 
2 nd Monday each month 
Preserving Your Family History 

Genealogy Plus! 

February 21, 2018 - Page 3 
Ames Public Library — 10 am-Noon 
3 rd Wednesday each month 
Swedish Research 

Genealogy Help Session 
Formerly called RootsMagic User Group 
February 28, 2018 - Page 3 
Ames Public Library — 10 am-Noon 
Helping You to Solve Computer Problems 

Genealogy Proof Standard Workshop 

March 10 and 24 , April 7 and 21, 2018 
12:30 - 4:30pm - Ames Public Library 
Registration is required for this series 
Space is limited - Page 4 


Just A Few of Items Inside This Issue 



I started the 52 Ancestors in 52 weeks challenge by 
Amy Johnson Crowe and it makes you stop and 
think about your genealogy/family history in a 
different way and write down your thoughts for 
future reference. Once I get started, the words start 
flowing and very quickly I have a story to add to my 
family history. 

Tierney 


SCGS January Minutes-Page 2 

Facebook Update-Page 3 

SCGS Meeting-Scrapbooking-Page 3 

Genealogy Plus!-Page 3 

Genealogy Help-Page 4 

Genealogy Proof Standard - Page 4 

International Research-Page 5 

Editor’s Desk-Page 6 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

January 8,2018 Meeting Minutes 


The meeting was called to order at 6:45PM by 
President Nancy Long. 24 members and 6 guests 
were in attendance. 

Merlene Whisenand moved and the motion was 
seconded that the minutes of the November 2017 
meeting be approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Treasurer Mary Ausborn presented the financial 
report. It will be filed for audit. 

Patricia Sawyer, Librarian, asked for book title 
suggestions for addition to the Ames Public Library 
genealogy collection. 

Bonnie Samuel previewed upcoming programs and 
classes. 

“Technological Changes in Farming and 
Their Impact on Farm Families” will be the topic of 
Genealogy Plus! on Wednesday, January 17 th . The 
program will presented by Paul Lasley. 

The computer user group and help session 
will be held on January 24th. 

The Fundamentals of Genealogy class begins 
Friday, January 12 th . The class is full. If interested 
contact Bonnie Samuel to be placed on a waiting list. 
This class will be repeated in the spring. 

A request was made for members to serve on the 
audit committee. Pete Peterson and Jack Mauldin 
volunteered. 

Membership committee members were available to 
accept dues. Dues can also be paid through the 
society's website or by mailed check. 

Ideas for a 50 th anniversary celebration of SCGS 
were revisited with a request made for committee 
member volunteers. Luann Endreland volunteered. 


Continued in next column (MINUTES) 


Continued from previous column (MINUTES) 

The idea of a tech fair was revisited. Discussion 
included consideration of a different theme since 
IGS held a similar event recently. Making the event 
a general genealogy fair was mentioned with focus 
areas to possibly include the organization’s history, 
our vision for the future and a technology 
component. Discussion will continue. 

Prior to the start of the meeting attendees were given 
a member profile to fill out. It was used during the 
meeting as a starting point for a “Get to Know You” 
activity. Information gathered will also be used to 
guide program planning and book purchases. 

Mary Lohr and Dick Cooper presented features of 
the new website (https: //storygenes. com) . SCGS 
members can access speaker handouts and the 
membership list in addition to responding to forums 
by signing in with a user name and password. Use 
only numbers and letters in passwords (no special 
characters.) Contact the webmaster for assistance if 
needed. Mary Lohr, Dick Cooper, Gwenna Jacobson, 
Nancy Long and Patricia Sawyer can add a photo to 
a member’s profile. 

Patricia Sawyer developed a list of links to a 
variety of helpful genealogy sites. It is accessed by 
clicking “Links” located in the bar on the left of the 
home page. 

At the bottom of the home page there is a link 
to Smile.amazon.com which allows support of SCGS 
through amazon.com purchases. 

There is a lot of helpful information on the 
new website. Check it out! 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

Submitted by Annette Andregg, Secretary 

Cheek Qyj |h§ Weather f ereeast ew 

greumjheg Bay 

Shadow er Net?????? 























Story County Genealogical Society February 2018 Page 3 


Update on Facebook Newsfeed 

by Mary J. Lohr 

In the ever-changing digital world, Facebook has 
changed how items show up in your newsfeed. By 
default, posts from friends and family members will 
have a higher priority than Pages from non-profits 
(like Story County Genealogical Society) and 
businesses. But there is a work around for this so you 
can tweak your newsfeed to see the items you want 
to see (hopefully that includes SCGS’s Facebook 
Page at Facebook.com/storygenes). 

On a Page which you have “liked,” you can click 
Following and then under In Your News Feed 
select either First or Default. Additionally, you can 
also enable Notifications (which appears in the 
Globe icon when something is published.) 

For a Group that you have joined, you can also select 
Notifications and then choose to be notified of all, 
highlights, or friends’ posts. 

Other tools available are in the left hand column: you 
can add a page or group to Favorites (previously 
called Shortcuts) for quick access. Under the 
Newsfeed link, you can chose to see Top Stories or 
Most Recent. How exactly Facebook decides 
between the two is a bit of a mystery, but if you have 
liked or commented on a post in a Group or on a 
Page, that tends to bring it higher in your newsfeed. 
These suggestions work on the desktop version of 
Facebook. If you’re using the Facebook app on a 
mobile device, some of the features will be different 
and a few may not be available. 

Please like and follow SCGS at 
Facebook.com/storygenes. We try to post only 
timely and relevant material and promise not to 
clutter your newsfeed. 

ATTENTION!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Please be aware that Story County 
Genealogical Society (SCGS) meetings 
will be cancelled if the Ames Public Schools 
are closed for winter weather. You 
can check the SCGS website 
(www.storygenes.com) or check our 
Facebook page. Please use common sense 
and be safe. 


Story County Genealogical Society 

February 12, 2018 

6:30 pm - Ames Public Library 

Preserving Your Family History 

Scrapbooker Fidelia Marty will show us some 
techniques of scrapbooking to preserve family 
history. Anyone can do it. You don't need special 
skills or a computer program. 

Genealogy Plus! 

February 21. 2018 

10:00 am to Noon - Ames Public Library 

Swedish Research 

Iowa native Paul Martsching has been researching 
his family history since 1971. He began with using 
traditional methods of onsite visits, especially to the 
State Historical Building in Des Moines, and the 
Family History Center in Ames. But he is now on his 
fifth computer and definitely into the digital 
age. His interest in his Swedish ancestry began with 
his grandmother whose own father grew up in 
Sweden. More recently he has been in contact with 
a relative in Sweden and exchanged information. 

In this presentation, Paul will explain what a family 
researcher can expect to find with Swedish church 
records. Despite the handwriting and the language, 
extensive research is possible, with patience, and 
often it is possible to go back many years. 



Doirt forget Your 
Sweetheart 
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New! 

Genealogy Help Session 

Monthly Genealogy Help! 

Computer & Research Help 
Genealogy Group 

Meeting 4th Wednesday of the Month 
10 am - Noon 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Many have asked for more research help sessions. 
Often requests for research help are about 
understanding how to use their genealogy software 
effectively, as well as research techniques to find 
that elusive ancestor! 

So...each month (4th Wednesday) we will meet in 
the auditorium at the library. If we have a software 
presentation and others want to get assistance with 
a specific research problem, we are able to divide the 
room and meet everyone's needs. Our super 
genealogy sleuth helpers will be on hand to help you. 

We encourage you to bring your own computers, but 
we will have library computers available too. 

Story County Genealogical Society and the Ames 
Public Library are pleased to offer this genealogical 
assistance along with our other monthly program, 
Genealogy Plus. 

The next Computer & Research Help Genealogy 
Group will be Wednesday, February 28th. 
Genealogy Plus! meets February 21 st and we are 
pleased to have SCGS member Paul Martsching 
discuss Swedish Research (see article on page 3). 



Genealogy Proof Standard 

Ames Public Library, Ames 
Instructors: Linda Greethurst & Alice Hoyt 
Veen, CG 

Course consists of 4 sessions: 

March 10, 24, April 7, 21 -12:30 - 4:30 pm 

What is the Genealogical Proof 
Standard? 

The Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS) is the 
application of fundamentally sound research 
standards to the research process. This 
disciplined approach involves basic steps. 
Completion of these steps helps to arrive at 
reliable, well-reasoned conclusions to 
research questions. 

What is the GPS Course? 

The GPS Course includes four cumulative 
sessions. Each date includes two class 
sessions with breaks, hands-on activities, and 
practical examples. Participants apply what 
they learn to a project selected from their 
personal research. 

Understand the “reasonably exhaustive 
search.” Gain critical thinking skills in 
analyzing sources, information, and evidence. 
Identify and resolve conflicting evidence 
through comparison and correlation 
techniques. Learn to concisely, credibly share 
your conclusions with others. 

Register on the Ames Public Library site: 
http://bit.lv/GPSmarch20i8 . 

This is a course with 4 cumulative sessions. 
When you sign up, you are registered for the 
entire course (March 10,24, April 7, and 21st). 

The Story County Genealogical Society, Ames 
Public Library and the Ames Public Library 
Friends Foundation are pleased to co¬ 
sponsor this course, Genealogy Proof 
Standards. 
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International Research Suggestions 

by Mary J. Lohr 

For many American genealogy researchers, there comes 
a point when we have exhausted the research in the USA 
and need to “jump the pond” to research internationally. 
Where do you begin? 

These ideas may help: 

*Start at the FamilySearch Wiki to learn some history of 
the country, what records exist, and where the records 
are located, and ideas on how to access them. 

*Use Google Translate to deal with a language barrier. 
(Suggestion: when corresponding with churches, 
municipalities, etc. in Europe, use English. Many 
Europeans read English or have access to someone who 
does.) 

*Check the World GenSite for the country. Here you may 
find addresses and other relevant information. There 
may be a link to the national or regional archives. 

* Google is your friend! Use it to find books, libraries, and 
archives relevant to your ancestors. 

*Join a Facebook group or like a page for the area where 
your ancestors lived. You may be able to post a query for 
assistance. (Suggestion: search Facebook for a family 
society or association linked to your surname.) 

^Search for associations or societies in the USA that have 
international resources. (Examples: the Ostfriesen 
Genealogical Society of American, German-American 
Society, Danish-American Heritage Society. The 
Swenson Research Center at Augustana College in Rock 
Island, Illinois specializes in Swedish research; 
University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota has 
extensive holdings on Luxembourg.) 

*Post your research online so distant cousins can contact 
you. (Suggestion: create a blog on WordPress or Blogger. 
Google Sites offers free storage for web sites. 

*It’s important to gather as much material as possible on 
your ancestors before attempting to research overseas. 

Examples with successful results: 


Continued in next column (INTERNATIONAL) 


Continued from previous column (INTERNATIONAL) 

By posting my family tree (and that of my husband) 
online, I was contacted by a relative in Sweden. She did 
additional research for us that was beyond our capability. 
A professional researcher who shared a relationship on 
my Luxembourg side sent me a quantity of research he 
had done. 

A Google search on my great-grandfather yielded a 
treasure trove. Contacting the owner of the website lead 
eventually to receiving a two volume bound family history 
of one line of my family. Even better was establishing a 
relationship with a distant relative, hosting them in our 
home, and visiting them in Germany. 

Liechtenstein is a very small county but the people 
working in the national archives have a big heart! In 
response to a general query, they sent me pages and pages 
of my ancestors from that country. Moral: you won’t 
receive if you don’t ask! 

Posting a query to an Irish message board lead to email 
exchanges with a woman in Australia. We made some 
discoveries but haven’t yet made a definitive conclusion. 
(Irish research is challenging!) 

The Ortsippenbuch (OSB) collection at the Wellsburg 
(Iowa) Public Library is invaluable. I’m not sure how I 
came to learn about this, but if you have Ostfriesen 
heritage, this is where you will want to search. Bonus: I 
have discovered the librarian who helped me use the 
books was a cousin. We have become good friends and 
enjoyed some genealogy excursions in Grundy County. 
(Ask me sometime about the tombstone by a roadside 
field and the research we did on that one! Or the 
tombstone we thought would have made a good hiding 
place for home brew during Prohibition! Ah, stories for 
another time.) 

Ultimately, I did hire professional researchers to do some 
searching in Germany and Luxembourg. With the 
exception of one person, this was well worth the money 
spent. They had access to archives and records I never 
would have found. 

In summary, using the FamilySearch Research Wiki, 
online tools and records, genealogy libraries and 
societies, and assistance from distant relatives, I have 
been able to make considerable progress on all lines of my 
husband’s and my ancestry—except for that Irish 
research which is appropriately named “bottom of the 
pile research” because it is so challenging! 
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Editor’s Desk 


SCGS Dues 


At first I was somewhat skeptical about all of the 
documentation that is needed for just l source in 
genealogy searching, but I have realized that it’s all 
necessary. Organization is also vital to keeping 
accurate records. I realize that I should write a 
complete description and all other pertinent 
information about every source, but I also have to 
write that same information so that after I am gone, 
someone else will be able to find the same source. It 
all makes for more work, but I’m certain that if 
genealogy was easy, more people would do it. 

This cold winter weather has kept me inside and 
searching a lot. I have started some projects that will 
get me more organized (a never ending job!!). I 
found that I have some marriage returns that need 
to have a lot more information extracted from them 
so I can know my ancestors better. I’m certain that I 
will find some death and birth certificates and other 
documents that need the same TLC. This extracted 
information is time consuming but there is a lot of 
information about other ancestors also. 

I’m trying to resist the temptation to create a “bush” 
family tree vs the direct line of Coopers all the way 
back to royalty (or maybe not royalty). Searching for 
the mother-in-law of a 2 nd cousin is taking me on 
my first search outside of the United States (Canada 
to be exact). My next overseas search will probably 
be my dad’s grandfather who came from Ireland or 
England (I have his Naturalization Papers), but for 
a while I’ll remain focused on my projects and 
search closer to the Cooper surname. I was asked if 
our family had a coat of arms and I really don’t 
know. Maybe I’ll find one when I search overseas. 

I mention this a lot, but I would really like some 
articles about your family searches, brick walls, 
pictures or anything else about your genealogy. I’m 
not snoopy but I feel that other people might be able 
to gain some knowledge from your information. If 
you have been reading this newsletter, you have 
seen some of the member stories and I am certain 
that other members have stories too. 

“Dick Co-o-ftei 


Just information that you can pay your 2018 SCGS 
dues (renewal or new member) online or you can 
print a membership form from the back of this 
newsletter or from the website and either send it in 
to our address or bring it to a SCGS meeting. 

2018 SCGS Officers 



Front row from left to right: 

Patricia Sawyer, Librarian / Annette Andregg, 
Secretary 

Back row from left to right: 

Mary Lohr, Membership Committee / Nancy Long, 
President / Gwenna Jacobson, Public Relations / 
Bonnie Samuel, Vice-president / Donna Kallem, 
Membership Chairperson / Paul Martsching, 
Historian / Pete Peterson, Treasurer / Dick Cooper, 
SCGS Newsletter Editor 
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(Quote taken from Pintereest.com) 
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This Page Left Blank Just For You 

Please Use This Page to Keep Notes At 
SCGS Meetings and other Genealogical Meetings and Seminars 


Sto/g County genealogical Society Meeting 


(jenealogg Plus/ 


tfenealogg Help Session 


Remember that when a 
family member passes 
away, they take a 
library of memories 
with them. 


(Quote taken from Pintereest.com) 

























STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 



Logo design by Karen 
Pattee David 


Send membership dues to P.O. Box 692 , Ames, Iowa 50010 

OR 

Pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
OR 


Credit cards are accepted also (www.storygenes.com) 
Individual Membership - $15 * Family Membership - $20 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 
SCGS is a member of the Iowa Genealogical Society 


Membership Application 


Namels): 

Address: 

Citv: 


State: 

Zip: 

Phone: 

email: 


Birthday: / / 
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President’s Message 

It is really good to see the sun shining. 
Hope it continues for a few days so all 
the ice disappears. 

We took a trip to California the end of 
January and first part of February. It 
is fascinating how different the 
landscape is. Going across the flat prairie of Kansas with 
oil derricks, wind turbines, green winter wheat growing 
and even cotton bales stacked in some fields. Then you 
get to New Mexico, Arizona and eastern California with 
miles and miles of rocky, barren ground along the 
highway. Watched trains with what looked like the 
engines were pulling hundreds of cars along the 
countryside. Again miles and miles of wind turbines 
along the countryside. Finally getting to Los Angeles 
with the lemon, orange and avocado trees with their fruit 
on them. The ocean and the palm trees and the lots of lots 
of traffic and people. The warmer days and dry 
temperature was nice but the traffic and so many people 
are not for me. I will take the small town of Gilbert and 
not having to drive 45 minutes to get to the 
doctor/hospital, grocery store, etc. It did make me stop 
and think about the pioneers who settled that part of the 
country and the hardships and experiences they must 
have had. 

I really enjoyed Fidelia’s presentation on preserving her 
Family History. This is what I want to do and sure was 
interesting to hear how she was able to obtain artifacts 
for her scrapbooks to share with others in the family. 
Paul really had lots to tell us about his Swedish 
researching and it was very interesting at our Genealogy 
Plus! meeting. It was evident that he had many stumbling 
blocks along the way but kept at it and was able to find 
his answers. What a wealth of information he had to 
share. 

Thank you both for sharing. 'Haney 


Story Countv Genealogical Society 

March 12, 2018 - 6:30 PM — Page 3 
Ames Public Library 
2 nd Monday each month 
Keeping Genealogy Affordable 

Genealogy Plus! 

March 21, 2018 - Page 3 
Ames Public Library — 10 am-Noon 
3 rd Wednesday each month 
Dearly Departed... 

Cemetery and Funeral Home Records 

Genealogy Help Session 

March 28, 2018 — Page 4 
Ames Public Library — 10 am-Noon 
Helping You to Solve Computer Problems 

Genealogy Proof Standard Workshop 

March 10 and 24 , April 7 and 21, 2018 
12:30 — 4:30pm — Ames Public Library 
Registration is required for this series 
Space is limited - Page 3 


Just A Few Items Inside This Issue 


Genealogy Proof Standard -Page 3 

SCGS Meetings-Page 3 

Genealogy Plus!-Page 3 

Genealogy Help-Page 4 

Ireland - Reaching Out-Page 5 

Preserving Your Family History-Page 5 

SCGS Information - various-Page 5 

Word Search (NEW) -Page 7 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

February 12, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:37 PM by 
President Nancy Long. 22 members were in 
attendance. 

Introductions were made as attendees related a 
Valentine memory. 

Merlene Whisenand moved and the motion was 
seconded that the minutes of the January 2018 
meeting be approved as printed in the newsletter. 

The financial report was read by Pete Peterson. It 
will be filed for audit. 

Librarian Patricia Sawyer reported that she had two 
book purchase suggestions for addition to the Ames 
Public Library genealogy collection. Story County 
Genealogical Society matches funds with the library 
for these purchases. A catalog of titles in the 
collection is available on the SCGS website. Some of 
the books can be checked out. 

Genealogy Plus will be next week. Paul Martsching 
will present a program about Swedish research. 

The grace period for member to access the members 
only features of the SCGS website ends soon. A 
reminder was given to pay dues for 2018. 

Updated information regarding the SCGS Facebook 
page was the topic of an article in the January 
newsletter. Members were encouraged to review 
the article for helpful information. 

The audit committee report was presented by Dick 
Cooper. An audit was made on Januaryi.5, 2018. The 
report will be filed. NOTE: SCGS members may 
inspect the books at any time. 

Luann Endreland is the contact person regarding the 
Story County Genealogical Society 50 th anniversary 
celebration. 


Continued in next column (MINUTES) 


Continued from previous column (MINUTES) 

The evening’s program, Preserving Your Family 
History, was presented by Fidelia Marty. Attendees 
were given an index card for note taking with the 
motto “Begin Anywhere, Just Begin” stamped on 
one side. Ideas shared include: 

• Start with what you know—with you. 

• Gather information by interviewing family 
members and through personal writings. 
Make notes about stories. 

• Tell the story of photos and letters. 

• There are many ways to tell a story. 

• Include social history (world events, music 
and literature) through photos and 
descriptions. 

• Record something special about the family 
such as letters, diaries, land patents, 
immigration stories and childhood 
memories. 

• Make use of online images to enhance the 
story. Check copyright restrictions before 
using. 

• Helpful tools include acid free paper and 
sheet protectors, repositionable glue and a 
see-through grid. 

Fidelia displayed a large pedigree chart she had 
prepared to share at a family reunion. Family 
members then used post-it notes to update 
information. She also had several of her family 
histories available for perusal after her presentation. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM. 

Submitted by Annette Andregg, Secretary 

Month of Holidays 

March 2 - Read Across America 

March 2 - Employee Appreciation Day 

March 3 - World Wildlife Day 

March 11 - Daylight Saving Time 

March 15 - Ides of March 

March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day 

March 20 - International Day of Happiness 

• Many religious holidays 

• My son and daughter-in-law’s birthdays 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

March 12. 2018 

6:30 pm - Ames Public Library 

Keeping Genealogy Affordable 

You don't need to spend a small fortune researching 
your ancestry (although you can if you want to!) 
SCGS member Mary Lohr will share some methods 
and ideas for keeping genealogy affordable and 
stretching your genealogy budget. 

Story County Genealogical Society 

April q. 2018 

6:30 pm - Ames Public Library 
"The WWII Heavy Water Plant Sabotage 

in Norway" 

Norway's contribution to World War II was beyond 
heroic. The Norwegian heavy water sabotage was a 
series of operations undertaken by Norwegian 
saboteurs during WWI to prevent the German 
nuclear weapon project from acquiring heavy 
water. During WW II, the Allies decided to remove 
the heavy water supply and destroy the heavy water 
plant in order to inhibit the German development of 
nuclear weapons. Raids were aimed at the 60 MW 
Vemork power station at the Rjukan waterfall in 
Telemark, Norway. 

Presenter: Arnhild Hillesland 

Genealogy Plus! 

March 21. 2018 

10:00 am to Noon - Ames Public Library 

Dearly Departed... 

Cemetery and Funeral Home Records 


Valuable records are kept of our final 
departure. Cemetery files hold info about the burial 
or cremation, perhaps the bio, the grave marker, 
who paid for it, and more. Funeral home records 
may hold "transit" forms, names of kin, funeral and 
casket purchase, obituary, and cause of 
death. Fraternal or other groups may be listed that 
participated in the service or contributed to the 
costs. These are valuable records, sometimes full of 
surprises! 


Presenter: Dennis Allen. Genealogist 


Genealogy Proof Standard 

Ames Public Library, Ames 
Instructors: Linda Greethurst & Alice Hoyt 
Veen, CG 

Course consists of 4 sessions: 

March 10, 24, April 7, 21 -12:30 - 4:30 pm 

What is the Genealogical Proof 
Standard? 

The Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS) is the 
application of fundamentally sound research 
standards to the research process. This 
disciplined approach involves basic steps. 
Completion of these steps helps to arrive at 
reliable, well-reasoned conclusions to 
research questions. 

What is the GPS Course? 

The GPS Course includes four cumulative 
sessions. Each date includes two class 
sessions with breaks, hands-on activities, and 
practical examples. Participants apply what 
they learn to a project selected from their 
personal research. 

Understand the “reasonably exhaustive 
search.” Gain critical thinking skills in 
analyzing sources, information, and evidence. 
Identify and resolve conflicting evidence 
through comparison and correlation 
techniques. Learn to concisely, credibly share 
your conclusions with others. 

Register on the Ames Public Library site: 
http://bit.lv/GPSmarch20i8 . 

This is a course with 4 cumulative sessions. 
When you sign up, you are registered for the 
entire course (March 10,24, April 7, and 21st). 

The Story County Genealogical Society, Ames 
Public Library and the Ames Public Library 
Friends Foundation are pleased to co¬ 
sponsor this course, Genealogy Proof 
Standards. 
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Genealogy Help Session 


Thank you 


Monthly Genealogy Help! 

Genealogy and Computer Help Session 
March 28, 2018 
10 am - Noon 
Ames Public Library 

Many have asked for more research help sessions. 
Often requests for research help are about 
understanding how to use their genealogy software 
effectively, as well as research techniques to find 
that elusive ancestor! 

So...each month (4th Wednesday) we will meet in 
the auditorium at the library. If we have a software 
presentation and others want to get assistance with 
a specific research problem, we are able to divide the 
room and meet everyone's needs. Our super 
genealogy sleuth helpers will be on hand to help you. 
We encourage you to bring your own computers, but 
we will have library computers available too. 

Story County Genealogical Society and the Ames 
Public Library are pleased to offer this genealogical 
assistance along with our other monthly program, 
Genealogy Plus. 



SCGS would like to Thank Fidelia Marty for 
her presentation on scrapbooking or telling 
your story with pictures. This will give other 
members some ideas about telling their 
history 



We would also like to say Thank You to Paul 
Martsching for his great presentation about his 
Swedish ancestry. Annette Anderegg (SCGS 
member) has given us some additional information 
about a Swedish source that Paul mentioned in his 
presentation - see below. 



Most Family History Centers have access to 
ArkivDigital, the Swedish records database Paul 
Martsching mentioned in his Genealogy Plus 
presentation. To locate a center and find open hours 
go to 

https://www.familvsearch.org/ask/help and search 
by location. Open hours and contact information for 
the Ames Family History Center and other centers 
around the world are available through this web 
page. 
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Website review: 
Ireland Reaching Out 


“Preserving Your Family History 

Lifestorv Writing Ideas 


99 


There are currently 34.5 million American who 
claim Irish ancestry, seven times the population of 
Ireland. But Irish genealogy research has a 
reputation for being difficult, mainly due to the 
limited records available. There are many Irish 
genealogy websites, but Ireland Reaching Out 
(https://www.irelandxo.com) takes a different 
approach. Their stated goal is “connecting all Irish 
people with their place of origin.” 

In a type of “reverse genealogy,” the website is set up 
to connect persons scattered throughout the world 
with their Irish relatives and community. The site 
has been online for several years now and has gone 
through a few updates. It is free to use, but to get 
maximum use registration is required. The central 
point is a message board system organized by 
location: county and parish level. You can post your 
query with the goal to connect with relatives or other 
persons researching the same persons. If the 
community has a designated volunteer (and not all 
do), they will try to assist you by offering 
suggestions. 

Other highlights of the Ireland Reaching Out 
website includes a timeline and history of each 
Ireland county, images of buildings, research 
suggestions for Ireland, and some indexed records. 

The website is also on Facebook, Twitter, and 
YouTube. If you’re trying to find your Irish ancestry, 
take a look at Ireland Reaching Out. 

Submitted by Mary Lohr 


?^fh^T 

of March 


Fidelia Marty’s scrapbooking presentation at the 
February monthly SCGS meeting was very 
enlightening. Below are some ideas that you can use to 
tell your story with pictures 

Home Life 

• Place in Family 

• Describe house & surroundings 

• Daily activities - when very young & as growing older 

• Special chores and/or responsibilities (when younger 
to older) 

• Visiting relatives 

• Home rules & regulations 

• Games played 

• Favorite foods 

• Holidays 

• Describe family members - how they looked, actions, 
attitudes, activities, etc. 

School Days 

• Facts about school & school days 

• Interesting things that happened 

• Going to and from school 

• What you wore 

• Special programs, events, activities, etc. 

• School friends, what you did together 

• Describe school building(s), schedules, teachers, 
classmates, subjects studied, songs learned, etc. 

Additional ideas for your scrapbooking 
venture: 

• Start with what you know—with you. 

• Gather information by interviewing family 
members and through personal writings. Make 
notes about stories. 

• Tell the story of photos and letters. 

• There are many ways to tell a story. 

• Include social history (world events, music and 
literature) through photos and descriptions. 

• Record something special about the family such 
as letters, diaries, land patents, immigration 
stories and childhood memories. 

• Make use of online images to enhance the story. 
Check copyright restrictions before using. 

• Helpful tools include acid free paper and sheet 
protectors, repositionable glue and a see-through 
grid. 
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Editor’s Desk 

I’m starting something that I hope will be a big 
success. I’m asking SCGS members if they want their 
picture on the SCGS website ( www. storvgenes. com! 
next to their name information. If you will notice, 
the right column is named Photo. You can email me 
a photo to coopsnames@gmail.com. send it to the 
SCGS email address or send it to the newsletter 
editor in the About Us section of the website. Of 
course I can take your picture at a meeting also. 

This newsletter is the premier edition for the Word 
Search found on page 7 .1 plan to continue the Word 
Search unless I receive overwhelming negative 
feedback. Future searches will be about various 
topics relating to genealogy. Anybody have any ideas 
for topics??? 

I’m not trying to out-do Nancy Long, but my wife 
and I are planning several days on an extended road 
trip to a cousin in Nebraska, friends in Colorado and 
another cousin in Wyoming. Maybe stop in South 
Dakota and see a school mate from when we 
attended Lincoln #7 country school in Wright 
county. Looking forward to it. Of course, there will 
be some genealogy along the way. Plan to interview 
my 2 cousins about families. 

Well, I have decided that I definitely will pursue only 
the Cooper family tree (along with descendants from 
Coopers) and not every surname from every family 
member that I have. Of course, there will be the 
occasional ‘squirreling’ that may yield information 
concerning other ancestors, but for the most part I 
will ignore that and only make a note of where I 
found it and go back later to retrieve it. Hope it 
works out. 

I have found that I need to expand my searching. I 
looked through the unfiled handouts that I have 
received and found some very interesting links to 
various websites for additional information. Maybe 
I will work with obituaries next, there is a lot of 
information in them about the family (found a 
Cooper ancestor that died at 86 and all 3 of her 
husbands died before her - very interesting. 

Z>cc6 fie* 


SCGS Dues 

I think that most people know by now that, if you 
haven’t paid your 2018 SCGS dues (renewal or new 
member) the grace period expired on February 14 th . 
That doesn’t mean you can’t pay your 2018 dues 
though. You can pay them online or you can print a 
membership form from the back of this newsletter 
(after you do the Word Search) or from the website 
and either send it in to our address or bring it to a 
SCGS meeting or session. 


2018 SCGS Officers 



Front row from left to right: 

Patricia Sawyer, Librarian / Annette Andregg, 
Secretary 

Back row from left to right: 

Mary Lohr, Website Chairperson / Nancy Long, 
President / Gwenna Jacobson, Public Relations / 
Bonnie Samuel, Vice-president / Donna Kallem, 
Membership Chairperson / Paul Martsching, 
Historian / Pete Peterson, Treasurer / Dick Cooper, 
SCGS Newsletter Editor 

ATTENTION!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Please be aware that Story County 
Genealogical Society (SCGS) meetings 
will be cancelled if the Ames Public Schools 
are closed for winter weather. You 
can check the SCGS website 
(www.storygenes.com) or check our 
Facebook page. Please use common sense 
and be safe. Maybe the bad weather is behind 
us, but it’s Iowa so MAYBE NOT. 
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Story County Genealogical Society Word Search #1 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 

Answers can be found at http://bit.ly/2C0ErVz 


AHNENTAFEL 

ANCESTOR 

ANCESTRY 

ARCHIVE 

BURIAL 


CEMETERY 

CITATION 

COURTHOUSE 

DECENDANT 

FACEBOOK 


FAMILY 

FINDAGRAVE 

GENEALOGY 

GOOGLE 

IMMIGRATE 


LIBRARY 

ORGANIZATION 

SEARCH 

SOURCE 

WIKI 
























































STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
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OR 
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April 2019 
Volume 52, Issue 4 


President’s Message 

] March weather was much nicer to 
us in this part of Iowa than that 
awful February was. It has been so 
good to get out and about and 
talking with genealogists. I have 
learned many new things this month... Alissa Stoehr 
helped us put some puzzle pieces together in our attempt 
to write our family history. Cris Nagla and Dennis Allen 
showed us all kinds of possibilities in the world of 
scanners, and Linda Greethurst and Alice Hoyt Veen got 
us off to a good start in the GPS class. We had some new 
people, who we hope to see again and returning members 
who had questions they were looking for answers at out 
help session. 




Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday April 8,2019 
6:30-8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 
Questions? Hit a Block? Help is Here. 

Speaker: Dr. Alissa Stoehr, ISU 
See Page 3 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday April 17, 2019 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 
“Remember the Ladies”, said Abbigale 

to John 

Speaker: Dr. Alissa Stoehr, ISU 
See Page 3 


April is going to be another great month for weather and 
learning experiences. I am also looking forward to 
searching the Polk City Cemetery for so many relatives 
buried there and meeting with cousins this summer. 

hJcuncy 


4°^! 4 v 



Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday April 24, 2019 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 
See Page 3 


Just A Few Items Inside This Issue 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION-Page 2 

Writing Ancestor’s Story-Page 2 & 4 

Help With Genealogy Research-Page 2 

Support Local Genealogy-Page 3 

SCGS Events-Page 3 

Proposed Dues Change-Page 4 

Find Obituaries-Pages 5 

Word Search-Page 6 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes March, 11,2019 

The meeting was called to order by President Nancy Long at 
6:35 PM. Twenty-nine members and two visitors were in 
attendance. 

Minutes of the January meeting were approved as printed in 
the newsletter. 

Treasurer Pete Peterson presented the financial report. It will 
be filed for audit. 

Genealogy Plus and the Help Session will be held this month 
as scheduled. Registration is open for the GPS class. 

The financial audit has been done and suggestions from the 
audit committee have been put in place. 

President Nancy Long read a proposed amendment to the 
society’s constitution regarding membership dues. The 
amendment, printed below, will be voted on by the 
membership at the April 2019 meeting. If passed, it will take 
effect on May 1, 2019, and will apply to new members. 

ARTICLE IX 
Dues 

The dues for the following year shall be set by a vote of the 
membership at the October meeting, payable on the 
anniversary of joining the Chapter. A member shall be 
dropped from the rolls of the Chapter if dues are not paid 
by forty-five days after the anniversary of joining. 

Anyone desiring to pay dues may give them to Donna Kalsem. 
She also will receive contributions to the memorial fund for 
Donelle. 

The evening’s program was presented by Dr. Alissa Stoehr. 
She reviewed information she had covered at the January 
meeting. Then she talked about creating a storyboard as a way 
to organize ideas. Individual writing time was given and 
attendees were encouraged to continue writing for a set period 
of time on a daily basis. The assignment for the next meeting 
is to bring what you have written to that point. The power point 
and a video recording of the evening’s presentation will be 
available in the members section of the society’s website. 

The meeting concluded at 7:47 PM 

Annette Anderegg 
Secretary 


REMEMBER!!! 

In keeping with SCGS policy, if the Ames Public Schools 
are closed on the day of a SCGS meeting, then the 
meeting is also cancelled. ALSO: Don’t be a risk taker. If 
the temperature is too low or there is too much wind or 
snow or ice - don’t come to the meeting(s). Think safety 
first. Hope we don’t have any more delays this year 
because or weather. 

Writing Ancestor’s Story 

Class No. 2 

Unfortunately Class No. 2 scheduled for February 11 was 
cancelled due to the Polar Vortex. 

The March 11 meeting was intended to have participants 
bring an ancestor profile and a synopsis of the things you 
want to write about your ancestor's life. Alyssa also 
presented information about a story board which 
describes the content and flow of your story. 

Members will then be breaking down their ancestor's 
story into segments or chapters to create a logical 
flow. There was time to write and work with Alissa on a 
1-on-l basis. If you want more information, you can 
contact Alissa at astoehr@iastate.edu . See you all at the 
April 8 th meeting when you can write your story!!! 

SCGS Helping Someone with 

Their Family Research 

Thank you to all officers who have stepped-up to help 
keep SCGS a great organization. As stated in another 
article in this issue, more people are needed to serve on 
committees and help with the various aspects of SCGS. 

I've been working with a person who contacted our 
society with some questions and we're trying to solve a 
puzzle. 

Are you researching, or do you have genealogy 
information on, the Samuel and Elizabeth Mullen 
family? They lived in what was unofficially called the 
"Mullen Settlement" southwest of Nevada, in the vicinity 
of Pleasant Run Cemetery in the 1800s. If so, please 
contact Mary Lohr at webmanager @ storygenes.com . 
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Support Your Local Genealogy Society! 

Bonnie Samuel, VP 

Alissa Stoehr has a meaningful quote on her email: 
"Nobody has to do everything, but Everybody has to do 
something! 

Or, to pull from another famous quote: 

You may ask what SCGS offers you, but what do you do 
to support SCGS? 

Over the last five years, SCGS has offered genealogical 
educational programming that puts us in line with some 
of the best organizations in the country. Attendance has 
steadily grown as those interested in learning the process 
of family research, enabling them to find true ancestors, 
attend regular society meetings, "Write Your Family 
Stories," Genealogy Plus, special classes, conferences, 
the Genealogy Plus Standard course, plus take advantage 
of the monthly help sessions. SCGS has an informational 
website and a monthly newsletter too. 

There are small tasks to large, committees up to Board 
positions that need people to serve. We hope you will give 
some thought to what YOU can do to help. Also consider 
becoming a member if you are not now, or paying your 
dues (due in January under present system). Donations 
are always very welcome and greatly appreciated too. 
You can pay your dues or donate on our website at 
www.storygenes.com. 

SCGS Officers for 2019 

President - Nancy Long 
Vice President - Bonnie Samuel 
Secretary - Annette Anderegg 
Treasurer - Pete Peterson 
Publicity - Gwenna Jacobson 
Librarian - Malvina Lutz 
Historian - Paul Martsching 
Newsletter - Dick Cooper 


Upcoming Events At SCGS 

Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday April 8, 2019 
Ames Public Library - Auditorium 
6:30 pm 

Questions? Hit a Block? Help is Here. 

Speaker: Dr. Alissa Stoehr 

This session will focus on compiling and printing your 
story. What about self-publishing? 

Question and answer, discussion. 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday April 17,2019 
Ames Public Library - Auditorium 
10:00 am - Noon 

"Remember the Ladies/*said Abbigale 

to John... 

Speaker: Dr. Alissa Stoehr, ISU 

It is challenging to find out much about our female 
ancestors due to legalities and norms of the times in which 
they lived. Women were allowed to ...lots of 
things! Women were "respectable roles" in life, roles 
were dictated by men, beliefs and law. Some women 
rebelled, most didn't. 

Genealogy & Computer Help Session 
Wednesday April 24,2019 
Ames Public Library - Auditorium 
10:00 am - Noon 

Genealogy and Computer Help Session 

Bring your genealogy and computer questions and we'll 
try to help you find solution to your genealogy or 
computer questions. 
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Writing Ancestors* Story on the Website 

Class No. 1 & 2 

A recent development at SCGS has been the 
addition of the Monday, January 14 th 
presentation of “Writing Your Ancestor’s Story” 
by Dr. Alissa Stoehr. This is a ‘members only’ 
feature and members can get to it by: 

1) Go to https://storygenes.com website 

2) Login as a member under the 
“Members” menu item on the left - use 
your Login Name and Password 

3) Under the “Members” menu item you 
will find Writing Ancestors' Story 

4) Click on that item and it will take you to 
“Writing Your Ancestors’ Story Class 
No. 1” 

5) Click on this item and you will get the 
audio and video of the presentation. 

NOTE: The slide presentation (Handout #1) and 
the physical handout from Class #1 (Handout #2) 
and Class #2-3 (Handout #1) are on this page 
also. 

PS: Only SCGS Members can access this 
website location and the handouts by using their 
Login Name and Password. Other handouts from 
other speakers (before and after Alyssa’s 
presentations) are also available by using the 
MEMBERS sign-in. 


A Ames' 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Proposed SCGS Dues Renewal Change 

The Board met and agreed to make a change from 
calendar year dues renewal to renewal based on the 
anniversary of joining the society. Therefore we 
propose to amend the constitution of the society as 
follows: 

ARTICLE IX 
Dues 

The dues for the following year shall be set by a vote 
of the membership at the October meeting, payable on 
the anniversary of joining the Chapter. A member 
shall be dropped from the Chapter if dues are not paid 
by forty-five days after the anniversary of joining. 

Per ARTICLE X of the constitution, the amendment 
proposal is being presented at this meeting. The 
membership will vote on the proposal at the April 
meeting and it will be implemented on Mayl, 2019, if 
approved. 

Holidays and Reasons to Celebrate 

April 6 - National Tartan Day 
April 9 - National Library Workers’ Day 
April 13 - Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday 
April 15 - Father Damien Day (Hawaii) 

April 15 - Tax Day 
April 15 - Patriot’s Day 
April 15 - Boston Marathon 
April 16 - Emancipation Day 
April 21 - San Jacinto Day (Texas) 

April 22 - Oklahoma Day (Oklahoma) 

April 22 - Confederate Memorial Day (Alabama) 
April 24 - Administrative Professionals Day 
April 25 - Take our Daughters and Sons to Work Day 
April 26 - Arbor Day (Nebraska) 

April 29 - Confederate Memorial Day (Mississippi) 

There are many other religious and regional holidays in 
April. Visit https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/ for 
holidays and observances anywhere in the world. 
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Suggestions for Finding Obituaries 

by Mary J. Lohr 

Obituaries, with a biography or summary of a relative’s life, are often a treasure trove of information for genealogy 
researchers. Newspapers are the main source for obituaries and here are some ways for locating them: 

The newspaper publisher may supply a copy of an obituary. Also, libraries and museums often have a copy of the 
newspaper. It could be in microfilm or digital form. In Story County, the Nevada Public Library has an extensive 
file of obituaries clipped from area newspapers. 

TheAncestoryHunt.com site has a listing of digitized newspapers for each state in the USA. Additionally, the 
creator of this site, Kenneth R. Marks has a special section on the site just for obituaries. The links may direct you 
to a source, index, or a transcribed obituary: http://www.theancestorhunt.com/obituaries.html 

Ancestry.com also offers access to two collections of obituary indexes. If you search the Card Catalog you can 
locate the titles Web: Obituary Daily Times Index. 1995-2012 . and, U.S. Obituary Collection. 1930-2018 . You can 
search the card catalog without a paid subscription, although access may be somewhat limited. With a paid 
subscription you can also search various other obituary collections at Ancestry.com. 

Also, the RootsWeb site offers access to a free index: https://sites.rootsweb.com/~obituary/ 

United States. GenealogyBamk Obituaries. 1980-2014 (https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2333694) is 
an index available at FamilySearch.com and often includes some information (mostly names) transcribed from the 
obituary. 

Besides newspapers, obituaries are now being published online through the websites of funeral homes. 

A Google search with a name and the term obituary may retrieve these. Many funeral homes submit obituaries to a 
site called Legacy.com. Established in 1998, the site partners with 1,500 newspapers and 3,500 funeral homes. 
There is also a guest book where memories and condolences may be shared. 

FindAGrave.com and BillionGraves.com may contain obituaries. The only way to know is to search these sites. 
In addition, memorial pages and entries may contain links to other family members. 

The extensive county Gen Web sites are another source. The Story County Gen Web site 
(http://iastory.org/obitindx/) is continually being updated. 

CyndisList (https://www.cyndislist.com/obituaries/) has nearly 600 links concerning obituaries! 

The Facebook group Free Obituary Look Ups is yet another resource. 

This is certainly not an exhaustive list but will give you ideas to launch your search for obituaries. 
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States/Provinces in USA. Canada & Mexico - SCGS Word Search #11 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


Alabama 

California 

Delaware 

Guerrero 

Iowa 

Alaska 

Campeche 

Durango 

Hawaii 

Jalisco 
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Chiapas 

Florida 

Hidalgo 

Jarvislsland 

Arizona 

Colima 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Arkansas 

Colorado 

Guam 

Illinois 

Kentucky 

Bakerlsland 

Connecticut 

Guanajuato 

Indiana 

KingmanReef 
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May 2018 
Volume 51, Issue 5 


President’s Message 

I think Spring has finally arrived. Made 
a visit to a cemetery already and found a 
great, great Uncle buried there. I have more questions 
about the last 30 years of his life but working on it one 
step at a time. I have many more cemetery trips planned. 
Do you have Genealogy Research plans for the summer? 

Our regular Society meeting was very well attended even 
though there was a date change and everyone stayed calm 
while the technical difficulty was solved and we got to 
hear a couple Ole and Lean jokes. The presentation by 
Arnhild Hillesland on The WWII Heavy Water Plant 
Sabotage in Norway was well worth the change. This was 
a very historic event but thinking about how this would 
pertain to genealogy, came to mind and I thought of 
many of possibilities. Obviously there are the 
Norwegians involved directly and indirectly. I am sure it 
affected many lives. How about the Germans who worked 
or guarded the plant. The English who trained the men 
for their missions. The Swedish or Danish who housed 
the fleeing Norwegians. I am sure there are thousands of 
stories out there about this one event and look how many 
countries and nationalities are involved. And to think 
someone in Iowa is related to one of these brave and 
generous people. Hope we hear a story in the near future 
about one or more of these stories. 


I 


Story County Genealogical Society 

May 14, 2018 - page 2 
Ames Public Library - 6:30 PM 
2 nd Monday each month 
"Ya Gotta Know the Name Game" 


Genealogy Plus! 

May 16, 2018 - page 2 
Ames Public Library — 10 am-Noon 
3 rd Wednesday each month 
Military Records of Iowans 

Who Went to War 

Genealogy & Computer Help Group 

May 23, 2018 - page 5 
Ames Public Library — 10 am-Noon 
Helping You to Solve Computer Problems 

WANTED 

Page 3 


Just A Few Items Inside This Issue 


Scharlott Goettsch Blevins’ presentation on German 
Research was well attended after a schedule change due 
to weather. When you ask someone to speak in April, who 
would have thought it would be postponed because of a 
blizzard. We live in Iowa after all. We could have sat and 
listened and asked her questions the rest of the day, but 
she was given a break and we will ask her back. She has 
so much to share. 

We went from Norway and then to Germany and next 
month we go back to Norway. Everyone is welcome. 

'Haney 


SCGS & GP! Meetings -Page 2 

Crazy Iowa Towns-Page 3 

SCGS Anniversary Party-Page 3 

Twitter for Genealogy-Page 4 

Find Lost Web Pages-Page 4 

SCGS Brief History-Page 5 

GPS Course Review-Page 6 

Genealogical Treasures-Page 6 

Family Search Method-Page 7-8 

Word Search (NEW) -Page 9 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

April li. 2018 - Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:46 PM by 
President Nancy Long. 27 members and 31 guests 
were in attendance. 

Welcome was extended to the many visitors noting 
particularly those from local historical societies and 
the Sons of Norway group. 

Copies of the April newsletter were made available 
to anyone interested. 

Announcement was made of the SCGS 50 th 
anniversary celebration to be held on June 23 rd . All 
are invited to attend and learn about what SCGS is 
doing and what we hope to do in the future. 

Pete Peterson, treasurer, was available to accept new 
member fees. 

After a delay due to technical difficulties, the 
evening’s speaker was introduced by Pete Peterson. 
Arnhild Hillesland was born in Oslo, Norway. She 
earned a PhD in Norwegian language with minors in 
Medieval history and folklore from the University of 
Tromso, the world’s northernmost university. She is 
also has expertise in Norwegian style knitting. 

The evening’s program was titled “The WWII Heavy 
Water Plant Sabotage in Norway.” The presentation 
included a brief chemistry lesson, an overview of the 
geography of the area, a timeline of the water plant’s 
history and a sequence of events leading to the 
sabotage of the plant. Information presented gave 
listeners insight into the individuals involved and 
the sacrifices they made for their country and 
freedom. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM. 

ATTENTION 

Remember to start now to create vour 

articles for the September newsletter. 

Everyone has a story that can be told. 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday. Mav 14. 2018 

Ames Public Library - 6:30 pm 

“Ya Gotta Know the Name Game” 

Presenter: Linda Greethurst 

Many countries in the word have used (and some are 
still using) a very distinctive system of names called 
Patronymics. If you don't have a thorough 
understanding of its use, you WILL be researching 
the wrong people in just one generation back. In 
addition, the Norwegians add another element to 
their names. You also need to understand that each 
family is often a living genealogy of their ancestors 
and there is a pattern to that system too. We will 
look at some Norwegian samples of how to use the 
church records to verify that you are indeed 
researching the correct person. So "Ya Gotta 
Know the Name Game". Then, your research 
become so much fun and really quite easy. Honest! 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday. Mav 16. 2018 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm - Ames Public Library 

Military Records of Iowans Who Went to 

War: Where To Find Them and What They 

Tell Us 

Michael Vogt - Curator 
Iowa Gold Star Museum 

From the Civil War to recent conflicts, Iowans have 
served in the military. From enlistment to 
mustering out, there were records kept on each 
soldier. What are these records, what do they hold 
in information about the person and their 
service? Michael Vogt, Curator, Iowa Gold Star 
Museum, will present on the records and the stories 
they tell and where they can be accessed. 
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Crazy Iowa Towns Games 


50 th ANNIVERSARY 

Celebration 


Can you “decode” the names of the Ioiva 
town and cities from these clues? 

1. Tale Town_ 

2 . Gem_ 

3 . Transparent body of water_ 

4 . Scandinavian saint_ 

5 . Kitty-corner line_ 

6 . Caribbean Island_ 

7 . Vintage spirits_ 

8 . _and Sullivan Operettas_ 

9 . Gambling town_ 

10 . Honesty town_ 

11 . Six foot rabbit_ 

12 . Slow jogger_ 

13 . Old home of Dodgers baseball team_ 

14 . Bird watcher’s society_ 

15 . Maker of English china_ 

©Jim and Mary Lohr. Please do not copy without 
permission. 

Answers can be found on the SCGS website: 
www.storygenes.com - look for “Word Search 
Answers” in the left column. 

Thank You 

SCGS would like to give a big shout-out to our 
speakers in April. The month started with Linda 
Greethurst and Alice Hoyt Veen, CG concluding 
their 4 session on Genealogical Proof Standards. 
Then we went to Arnhild Hillesland who told us 
about how the Norwegians sabotaged the German 
Heavy Water plant during World War II. The month 
concluded with Scharlott Goettsch Blevins telling us 
how to find our German ancestors. Thank you to all 
- you have helped SCGS continue to be a genealogy 
teaching society on many subjects. Of course thank 
you to all SCGS members who helped in the many 
projects. 


The basic information for the 50 th 
Anniversary Celebration of Story County 
Genealogical Society is that it will be held on 
June 23 , 2018 , i- 4 pm at the Community 
Center, 105 SE 2 nd Street, Gilbert, 
Iowa. Cake, nuts, drink, and coffee will be 
served and there will be door prizes. Bring a 
guest and come celebrate! A 50 year 
Anniversary doesn’t come along every 
day. Other details will be sent out in another 
email as we near June 23 rd. 

* * WANTED * * 

Someone able to record and edit both video 
and audio of SCGS speakers. This would be 
added to our “Members Only” web page and 
possibly Facebook and offer the benefits of 
our programs to those members unable to 
attend our functions. 

Please contact 

membership(5)storvgenes.com 

May 2018 Holidays and Observances 

May 5 - Cinco de Mayo 

May 13 - Mother’s Day 

May 15 - Peace Officers Memorial Day 

May 19 - Armed Forces Day 

May 28 - Memorial Day (Federal Holiday) 
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Using Twitter for Genealogy 

by Mary J Lohr 


Bringing Back Lost Webpages 


Have you considered using Twitter for your 
genealogy activities? While you probably won’t 
“find” your ancestors on Twitter, the social media 
site may open some doors. A Twitter account is free 
and a posting (called a “tweet”) is limited to 280 
characters. 

It’s helpful to think of Twitter as getting the 
headlines of the day. You can search for a topic, 
preceded by the hash symbol, i.e. #genealogy. The 
results can be filtered by top, latest, people, and 
videos, among other topics. You can “follow” other 
persons on Twitter and their tweets will show up in 
your Twitter feed. Twitter is fast moving and falls in 
to the “what’s happening currently” genre. 

To that end, its main use in genealogy is to be 
informed about trending topics in the field, 
announcements by top genealogists, information on 
conferences, news, bargains announced by DNA 
testing companies, links to blogs, new database 
collections, opinions, videos, and other genealogy 
happenings. 

You can post your own Tweets, retweet what 
someone else has posted, send a message to another 
person, or ask a question. And, if you want to add 
other topics, you can sort your news feed by keeping 
lists. 

Twitter has become popular for a chat feature which 
is a conversation centered on a particular subject. At 
a designated time, people gather to discuss the topic, 
usually in a form of questions and discussion. 
#genchat is scheduled on alternate Fridays at 9 PM 
CT. Others are #genchatDNA® and 
#AncestorHour. 

It takes a bit of time to get used to using Twitter, but 
you may find this is an interesting platform to learn 
what is happening in the field of genealogy. 


If you’ve consulted a web page and then gone back 
later to check that source, you may have been 
greeted with the infamous 404 or “page unavailable” 
error. It’s no secret content on the Internet changes 
frequently, even sites that have been a mainstay for 
years. 

Would you be interested in what might best be 
described as a Genealogist’s Time Machine? Well, 
we can’t take you back to visit any of the ancestors, 
but the Wayback Machine at the Internet Archive 
may just be the next best thing. The Internet Archive 
(http://archive.org) describes itself as: "... a 
501 (c)( 3 ) non-profit library. Founded in 1996 , our 
mission is to provide Universal Access to All 
Knowledge.” 

Their goal is to digitize and record as much of the 
Internet as possible. To that end, the robots from the 
Archive crawl and index millions of pages. And this 
is where you can frequently retrieve a copy of a 
webpage that was active at one time. To do this, 
paste the URL of the desired website into the box 
labeled Wayback Machine (at the top of the page 
at archive.org). This will bring up a calendar of when 
the pages for the site you want were copied. By 
choosing a date on the calendar you can often (but 
not always) get a copy of the “lost” webpage. 

There are some limits as sites that are copied are 
usually done only at the top level, so pages buried 
further into a website may not have been copied. 
And the Internet Archive can’t go behind a paywall 
or secure wall where access is limited or a password 
required. 

But this method can be a life-saver, or, make that 
sanity-saver when you are trying to retrieve a page 
that was formerly available but now can’t be found. 
Another interesting use of the Wayback Machine 
is to revisit earlier versions of a website. For fun, 
enter storygenes.com into the Wayback Machine, 
choose a date from the calendar, and you can see the 
website for SCGS has a much different look currently 
than it had three or four years ago. (We think that’s 
called progress!) 

Continued on page 6, column 1 (WAYBACK) 
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Short History of the Story County 
Genealogical Society written in 1970 

In a "History 1968-1974" by Alice Lillie: 

Beginnings of this Society 

On 4 April 196814 people met at the home of Dr. and 
Mrs. Norval Wardle to discuss the possibility of 
forming an organization to further genealogical 
study. (Dr. Wardle had taught classes in genealogy 
as part of the adult education courses in Ames, and 
was currently teaching such a class. He also taught 
in Des Moines). It was decided that such an 
organization was desirable. Dr. Wardle was elected 
chairman, Mrs. Faye Anderson recording secretary, 
and Mrs. Ann Baetz, publicity and membership 
secretary. The next meeting was set for two weeks 
later, and Mrs. Rosa Albertsen was appointed 
chairman of a committee to contact the Iowa 
Genealogical Society for information on that 
organization. 

On 21 April, 1968 six members of the Iowa 
Genealogical Society, and 18 persons from Ames 
attended the meeting. Aims and programs of the 
Iowa Genealogical Society were described, and three 
committees were appointed to make further plans 
for the Ames Genealogical Society. 

At the third meeting, in May 1968 the constitution 
was accepted and the name "Story County 
Genealogical Society of Iowa" was adopted. 

Total membership in November 1968 was 34 . 

In February 1969 the society was informed that their 
request to become a chapter of the Iowa 
Genealogical Society would be acted upon shortly by 
the state society. It would be necessary to have ten 
paid-up members of the state society as members of 
the local chapter. In May chapter status was 
acquired and the records then read: "Story County 
Genealogical Society of Iowa, Chapter of the Iowa 
Genealogical Society". As this name or title proved 
very cumbersome, in April 1970 we voted to amend 


Continued in next column (History) 


Continued from previous column (History) 

the constitution so our name would be: "Story 
County Chapter of the Iowa Genealogical 
Society". It is believed that our group was the first 
society to achieve Chapter status. (There seems to be 
no written proof of this.) 

TIME OF MEETINGS: Second Monday each moth, 
except December, at 8:00 PM. 

DUES: $2.00 per year (November to October) 

Historian’s Note: I have changed the wording a 
bit and put in more current style punctuation. The 
"History" is three pages long and lists early office 
holders (but not their terms) and mentions various 
projects and activities of the society. 

This envelope also contains several membership 
lists with addresses and notations of who had paid 
their dues for 1970,1971 and 1973. 

There is also a six page document "Executive Board 
actions: Record of Activities and decisions 
concerning Reproduction of the History of Story Co. 
Ia. byW. G. Allen". 

This is only a brief history of the beginning of Story 
County Genealogical Society. There will be 
additional documents, membership lists, etc. at the 
50 th Anniversary Celebration scheduled for June 
23, 2018. 

By Paul Martsching 
SCGS Historian 

Genealogy & Computer 

Help Group 

Wednesday May 23, 2018 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm - Ames Public Library 

This informal help session is for anyone having 
questions or challenges with genealogy, computers, 
or software. Our volunteers will try to help you find 
a solution or resources. Feel free to bring your own 
computer or mobile device. 
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Genealogy Proof Standards Class 

Bonnie Samuel 

SCGS and APL hosted the GPS four-part course held 
at the Ames Public Library. The last class in the 
series was Saturday, April 21st, covering form and 
content in writing your family's story. Twenty-four 
students participated in this class. 

Genealogy Proof Standard is about the genealogical 
research process and the elements that enable 
researchers to obtain valid results. Whether a family 
researcher seeking knowledge of their own family 
lineage or a professional genealogical researcher, 
accuracy is fundamental to your results. The 
research elements covered were citing sources, 
analysis of findings and sources, research planning 
and execution, and genealogy formats and methods 
for writing family histories. 

The GPS class was ably taught by Alice Hoyt Veen 
and Linda Greethurst. Due to the overwhelming 
response, SCGS is hoping to repeat this course in the 
fall. We do recommend this course for those who 
have taken a beginning class in genealogy or have 
knowledge of genealogy basics. (SCGS offers you 
many opportunities for this! 

See www.storygenes.comL Thank you to the Ames 
Public Library for their support and co-hosting this 
course. 

Continued from page 4 (WAYBACK) 

The next time your web browsing brings up a “page 
no longer available” result, pull out your 
Genealogist’s Time Machine, a/k/a the Internet 
Archive at archive.org, and you may still be able to 
obtain a copy of the desired page. 

But, wait, there’s more: you can also (sometimes) 
retrieve a page from Google search results by 
clicking the arrow at the end of the URL and 
retrieving a cached copy. 

Both of these methods may help to overcome 
“Internet Webpage Loss Syndrome.” 

Submitted by Mary Lohr 

(this is a repeat article from November 2017) 



Genealogical Treasures 

Cemetery and Funeral Home Research Specialists 


Genealogical Treasures (GT) is a new website 
created by Cris Nagla and Dennis Allen, both well 
known to Iowa genealogists. Cris and Dennis not 
only ably teach genealogy courses throughout Iowa 
and the Midwest states, but also manage and operate 
a cemetery in the Des Moines area. 

The Genealogical Treasures website is indeed a 
treasure with valuable cemetery and funeral home 
record databases ready for members to search and 
find out more about their dearly departed kin. 
Cemeteries and funeral homes hold far more 
information about the deceased than the grave 
marker. Files are created for each deceased 
containing details of the funeral and burial 
arrangements, family involved and relationship, 
picture of the deceased, costs and who paid 
(organization or military perhaps), or maybe the 
eulogy and the name of the minister who delivered 
the remarks. More detail and clues too! 

Thousands of such records have been digitalized and 
uploaded to the GT website, now available for 
members to search. Members are able to search and 
copy the full record. To find out more about 
Genealogical Treasures, the records and 
membership go to: 

https t / / www. GenT r easures. com 

Editor’s Desk 

Due to the vast amount of member input for this 
newsletter edition, your editor won’t have a normal 
full column this month, but that’s OK. Thanks 
members who have answered my call for articles 
both in this issue and other issues. 

Nice weather - that means cemetery walking. Also, 
that road trip for whatever genealogical purpose 
[and pleasure as well]. Just be aware that your Story 
County Genealogical Society leaders won’t be idle 
this summer. There are things on the agenda, like 
our 50 th Anniversary Celebration in June!!!!!!!!!! 

"Dcc4 Cwhen, 
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A Few Tips for Finding Unindexed Records on FamilvSearch.org 

Especially for those who wish that the microfilm you need was digitized....It might be! 


The Family Search Indexing program has resulted in a vast amount of records that can be searched on 
FamilySearch.org. (Free to use but you will need to create a user name and password.) Millions more 
records are available on the website by accessing the unindexed collection. 

Here are some tips for finding records that are not indexed. 

l. Be sure to check the “Image-Only Historical Records” collection on the state or country records 
search page. This is found by scrolling down the page below the listing of indexed records. These records 
are generally in digitized book or microfilm format. 


2 . The Family History Library Catalog can still be searched and can lead to digitized versions of microfilm 
that haven’t been indexed. Click on the search tab of the FamilySearch home page and choose catalog. Use 
the catalog search page to search by place or film number. 

The film details page may have one or more symbols in the column labeled “Format.” Examples and their 
meaning are given below. 

Film images are available on familysearch.org from any computer. Click on the icon to view. 

Click on the magnifying glass to search an index of this film from any computer. Film 
images can be viewed at a Family History Center or a Family History Center affiliate 
library. 

No index has been made. Film images can be viewed at a Family History Center or a 
Family History Center affiliate library. 

Microfilm format can only be viewed at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. 


t*) 

Si 


The digitized microfilm images display on the screen as thumbnail images of the pages. Advance through 
the thumbnail images by clicking and dragging with the mouse. Use the top bar and left side bar to work 
with the screen. Below are a typical initial view and an explanation of the different screen helps. 



Continued on page 8 (FamilySearch.org) 
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Continued from page 7 (FamilySearch.org) 


E 

Image 


of 997 0 

■■ 





This bar at the top right tells you how many images are in this set and lets you move forward or backward 
one image at a time by clicking on the > or <. To jump to an image highlight the number in the white 
box, type in a number and press enter. 



Use the vertical bar on the right side to zoom in by clicking the + and out by clicking the 
Select a specific image by clicking on a thumbnail. A border will display around that image. 


When the thumbnail images are displayed on the screen 



is shown. Clicking on this icon will change 


the view to a single page and the icon will look like this 


The bottom icon on the above bar changes the view to full screen. 


HP Print i Download @ Tools 

_ ^ Left 

i m|g c Adjust Image 


Clicking on Tools at the upper left of the film images screen gives the option of rotating the image, 
adjusting brightness and contrast and changing a positive image to a negative image. 

For additional information check out these resources: 

https://www.familvsearch.org/ask/salesforce/viewArticle?urlname=Browsing-images-not-indexed-in- 

historical-records&lang=en 

https://www.familvsearch.org/blog/en/finding-elusive-records/ 

(NOTE: Scroll down and listen to the very informative search video on this web page) 

https://www.rootstech.org/video/finding-elusive-records-at-familvsearch 

(NOTE: Very informative video) 


Submitted by Annette Anderegg 
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Iowa Counties — Current and Extinct - SCGS Word Search #3 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 

Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


Bancroft 

Butler 

Fox 

Guthrie 

Slaughter 

Belknap 

Carroll 

Franklin 

Hamilton 

Taylor 

Benton 

Cook 

Fremont 

Kishkekosh 

Wahkaw 

Boone 

Crocker 

Grimes 

Risley 

Warren 

Bremer 

Buncombe 

Decatur 

Grundy 

Scott 

Webster 

Yell 


Thanks to Mary Cooper for assistance 






















































STORY COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Send membership dues to P.O. Box 692 , Ames, Iowa 50010 

OR 

Pay the Treasurer at a SCGS meeting 
OR 

Credit cards are accepted also (www.storygenes.com) 

Individual Membership - $15 * Family Membership - $20 (Jan 1 -Dec 31 year) 
Make checks payable to Story County Genealogical Society 
SCGS is a member of the Iowa Genealogical Society 


Membership Application 



Name(s): 



Address: 

Citv: 

State: 

Zip: 

Phone: email: 


Birthday: / / 
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Pattee David 
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■ President’s Message 

Now where to start. I guess I will 
start with thanking everyone for 
making the 50 th Anniversary party such a great 
success. It was great seeing members and potential 
members enjoying themselves and getting 
acquainted and learning about genealogy. We 
really were able to see what many things have been 
done in the past, what is available today and the 
plans for the future. Good job everyone and thank 
you again. 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday September 10, 2018 
6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 
See Page 4. 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday September 19, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 
See Page 4 


Now we are looking forward to the excellent 
programs planned for the upcoming year. We will 
learn how to write and preserve our family histories. 
This is so exciting and I am sure will be a challenge 
but one we can accomplish in our own way. 

We will have some positions to be filled on the Board 
so please say yes when the nominating committee 
asks you to fill one of these positions. IF you have 
questions, past officers will gladly give you some 
guidance just as freely as we like to share our 
genealogy knowledge. 

So once again - THANK YOU ANY AND ALL 
WHO HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO HELP THE 
SOCIETY GROW TO WHAT IT IS TODAY 
AND THE FUTURE. 


Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday September 26, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 
See Page 4 
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Story County Genealogical Society 
May 14, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:38 PM by 
President Nancy Long. 27 members and 5 guests 
were in attendance. 

Introductions were made by attendees relating 
ancestral connections to Norway or other 
Scandinavian countries. 

Minutes of the March and April minutes were 
approved as published in the SCGS Newsletters. 
Treasurer Pete Peterson presented the financial 
report. It will be filed for audit. The current balance 
is $2081.82. 

Vice president Bonnie Samuel provided a reminder 
and information about Genealogy Plus! to be held on 
Wednesday, May 16 th . The program, “Military 
Records of Iowans Who Went to War,” will be 
presented by Michael Vogt of the Iowa Gold Star 
Military Museum. 

Luanne Endreland presented an update on plans for 
the SCGS 50 th anniversary celebration. There is a 
change to the previously announced plan. An open 
house will be held at the Ames Public Library on a 
Sunday afternoon—either the 12 th or 19 th of August 
from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM. The event will be a 
showcase of the group’s past and plans for the 
future. Ideas include: having computers available, a 
display of pedigree charts, tours of what’s available 
at the library and refreshments. Anyone with 
additional ideas may contact Luanne. 

No meetings will be held during the summer. 

Looking ahead—the annual meeting to be held in 
November will include an exchange of books and 
showcase writing family histories. 

Linda Greethurst was introduced as the evening’s 
speaker. A graduate of St Olaf with advanced 
courses in education and bookkeeping she has 
devoted her time to teaching and training youth and 
adults. She is a volunteer teacher at IGS and also 

Continued in next column (MINUTES) 


Continued from previous column (MINUTES) 

heads their Norwegian Interest Group. Her 
presentation was titled “A Name Says a Lot- 
Understanding Names and Naming Patterns.” 
Information and strategies shared included: 

• Spelling was phonetic in records up to the 
1900’s. Expect variations. 

• Work with one generation and one family at 
a time. 

• Children are “walking ancestry.” Their 
names help make family connection to the 
previous generation. 

• A patronym is not a surname. 

• Be aware of Gard (farm/residence) names. 

• Starting with a confirmation record can be 
very helpful. The person was usually 16-17 
years old. 

• The hardest part is determining what name 
the person used when he/she immigrated. 

The presenter will be at the May Genealogy Help 
Session next week. “Digitalarkivet” is a free online 
database of Norwegian records. The book What’s in 
a Name? Is a helpful resource. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:26 PM. 

Submitted by Annette Anderegg, Secretary 

Letters We Like To Get 

Hat's off! To everyone who made the SCGS 50th 
Anniversary such a huge success! It went off 
beautifully and I, for one, enjoyed all of it. It seemed 
that the people I talked to were enjoying it also. I 
thought it was a great blend of where we have been 
and where we are going and how to get there! 

The displays were varied and interesting, showing 
that genealogists can share their interests in many 
ways. The room was so inviting and being able to 
sit down and have refreshments was an added 
bonus. Here's to the next 50!!! 

Merlene Whisenand 
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Taking Your Genealogy to the Next 
Level! 2013-2019 

In the fall of 2013, Nancy Long, Bonnie Samuel and 
Mary Lohr formulated a series of genealogical 
education programs designed to promote proper 
research skills for genealogy. We approached Mary 
Logsdon at APL to ask about the library co¬ 
sponsoring monthly, two hour classes, featuring 
knowledgeable speakers on a variety of genealogy 
topics. 

The library enthusiastically agreed to co-sponsor 
and the first season of Genealogy Plus! began 
January 2014. Speakers offered expertise on 
genealogical research techniques, historical events 
affecting our ancestors, documentation and 
organization of research. The classes have continued 
through 2015-2018, with attendance each month 
averaging about 40+ people. GP continues to draw 
regulars and new family researchers each month. 

We have also offered separate, special classes on 
Genealogy Fundamentals, and Resources online and 
off. In the spring of 2016, SCGS and APL hosted a 
Spring Conference, an all day class with Alice Hoyt 
Veen, CG, instructing. In the spring of 2018, Alice 
and Linda Greethurst taught a four part class on the 
Genealogy Proof Standard, well attended and with a 
waiting list too. The GPS is the top class taught this 
year around the country. SCGS offered the only GPS 
class in Iowa. 

SCGS and APL also offer a monthly "Help Session," 
to offer assistance to those needing help with their 
research or understanding software. 

Libraries in Iowa and across the US also support 
genealogy programming, finding it a resource that 
draws many to the library. We are appreciative of 
the support from the Ames Public Library, which 
has enabled SCGS to offer expanded genealogy 
education programs. Our classes and special 
offerings have waiting lists. Students are learning 
good research techniques that results in family 
history discoveries! 

Continued in next column (NEXT LEVEL) 


Continued from previous column (NEXT LEVEL) 

When SCGS started the GP educational series in 
2014, our membership was about forty-five people. 
Like many genealogy societies, membership was 
stagnant. And yet, interest in genealogy is very 
strong across the country with potential family 
historians looking for genealogical education. We 
often hear from attendees to our classes, that they 
want to learn research skills to be able to compile an 
accurate family history. Oh, and the current 
membership of SCGS is now over 100!! 

Another season of genealogical programing is set, 
September 2018 - May 2019. Our theme for the 
season is "Writing Your Family Story." A four part 
writing course will be offered at SCGS, taught by Dr. 
Alissa Stoehr, ISU professor. All of the GP programs 
are complimenting the writing course so that 
budding authors will have plenty of tools for telling 
their family's story. See SCGS website for details. 

Submitted by Bonnie Samuel 



Bonnie and Nancy 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday September 10, 2018 
6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Introduction to the Ancestor 

Story Project 

The theme for SCGS programs and Genealogy Plus 
for 2018-2019 is "telling your family story." All the 
educational presentations have been designed to 
prepare new and even experienced writers to 
compose narratives about their ancestors. 

Dr. Alissa Stoehr, of the ISU sociology department 
and herself a published author, will conduct four 
classes on writing basics. The will be held at the 
SCGS monthly meetings, January-April, 2019. 

At our September meeting Bonnie will outline the 
structure of the classes and answer your questions. 

Bonnie Samuel, Presenter 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday September 19, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 

The Real Story is in the Dash! 


* * WANTED * * 

Someone able to record and edit both video 
and audio of SCGS speakers. This would be 
added to our “Members Only” web page and 
possibly Facebook and offer the benefits of 
our programs to those members unable to 
attend our functions. 

Please contact 

membership@storvgenes»com 



Door Prize Table 


Speaker: Linda Greethurst 

Linda will prompt us to think about the life of our 
ancestors in the times they lived. How were they 
influenced by events in their communities? A 
fascinating talk that will prompt questions about 
your ancestors. 

Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday September 26, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 

Bring your genealogy and computer questions and 
we'll try to help you find a solution. 



Registration Table - Bonnie and Jolene 
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Press release 

Local historian. Arlen Twedt., publishes 

Volume 2 of The Central Iowa Norwegians 

Norwegian immigrants founded a settlement southwest of Cambridge in June 1855 and a second 
colony east of Story City in June 1856. Twenty-five years later, 6,500 Norwegians were living in central 
Iowa, and it was the third most popular settlement area for Norwegian immigrants in Iowa. 

In Norwegian Settlement in the United States, Carlton C. Qualey states, “When the settlers arrived in 
the lands on June 7, 1855, they found themselves in central Iowa, in Story County, where they launched 
one of the largest Norwegian settlements in Iowa and one of the more famous in America.” The most 
prominent Norwegian-American writer, Ole E. Rolvaag, also took note of the central Iowa Norwegians. In 
“The Vikings of the Middle West,” he used the settlement southwest of Cambridge as an example of the 
romantic spirit of the immigrants who “threw themselves blindly into the Impossible and accomplished 
the Unbelievable.” 

Five and one-half years after Norwegian immigrants began settling in central Iowa, at least 644 
Norwegians had moved to or been born in central Iowa. In Volume 2 of The Central Iowa Norwegians, 
Twedt identifies each of them in biographical profiles of the families who lived in central Iowa during 1855- 
1860. The family profiles contain information about when and where 396 of them emigrated from in 
Norway, where they settled in the United States, when they moved to central Iowa, when they died, and 
where they are buried. Volume 2 also contains memoirs and biographies describing pioneer life in central 
Iowa in the 1850-60S plus an essay containing descriptions of pioneers’ interactions with the Meskwaki 
Indians who hunted and trapped alongside the Upper South Skunk River into the early 19th century. 

Volume 1 of The Central Iowa Norwegians was published in 2017. In it, Twedt’s history of the 
settlement period 1855-1880 traces emigrants’ migration from hillside farms along fjords in southwest 
Norway to the prairie of northern Illinois and westward to Iowa. He describes what early frontier life was 
like for 97 families living in log cabins and dugouts on the virgin prairie of Story, northern Polk, and 
southern Hamilton Counties. He also follows the experiences of 46 central Iowa Norwegians who 
volunteered for the Civil War. 

The signature piece in Volume 3 is “The Town Building Period: 1880-1905” followed by translations 
of Norwegian newspaper articles about the central Iowa Norwegian settlements, reports of the 50th 
anniversary celebrations in Cambridge and Story City in 1905, and an extensive bibliography for learning 
more about the central Iowa Norwegians. This volume of The Central Iowa Norwegians will be published in 
2020. 

Arlen Twedt is a descendant of two families who helped found the settlement east of Story City. He 
grew up on a farm south of Roland, Iowa, and began learning about the history of the central Iowa 
Norwegians in 1977 when he began researching his family’s history. In 1995, Twedt started the Central 
Iowa Norwegian Project to collect information for writing a history of the first 50 years of settlement. 

Volumes 1 & 2 of The Central Iowa Norwegians are available on Amazon.com, and they can also be 
ordered through local bookstores. 

Submitted by Donna Kallem 
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“Reclaim the Records”— Over 20 

Million Records Released 

to the Public 


Continued in from previous column (RECLAIM) 

action—at their website. For the latest updates, you 
can also follow them on Facebook and Twitter. 


Submitted by Mary J. Lohr 

If you think federal and state public records should 
be open to the public, you will be interested to learn 
about Reclaim The Records 

(www. reclaimtherecords. org). 


With a motto of “Public Data for Public Use,” we can 
expect Reclaim the Records to make more records 
freely available to the public. What genealogist 
doesn’t appreciate that! 


The group was started by Brooke Schreier Ganz who 
is described on the website as “the first 
genealogist to successfully sue a government 
archive for the return of records to the 
public.” Quite a claim! 

The idea of Reclaiming the Records is to obtain, and 
provide free to the public, genealogy and historical 
government records that should be in the public 
domain but are being withheld. Many of the records 
obtained are indexes. 

Reclaim the Records first makes a request for the 
database they want to access citing the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA). If the government agency 
refuses the request, Reclaim the Records has usually 
filed suit... and won in court! 


Story County f 
Genealogical | 
Society j 


| 196S - 2018 




Thank you 


Although printing companies are in the business to 
print material that is acceptable to their customers, 
it was generally felt that Prints Copy Center did an 
exceptional job of printing the 50 th Anniversary 
booklet for Story County Genealogical Society’s 
celebration. They advised us several times regarding 
layout and available methods to create the booklet. 


The FOIA applies to federal records, but many states 
have similar open access laws relating to state-level 
records. These laws do not apply to private records, 
such as cemetery or church records. 

However, the road has not always been an easy one. 
Delays and bureaucracy are common, but 
persistence usually results in obtaining the records, 
albeit along a snarled and tangled path. 

On the databases they have successfully obtained, 
Reclaim the Records then digitizes and publishes 
them and makes them freely available to the public, 
either on their own website or on the Internet 
Archive. 

You can learn more about the process—and submit 
ideas for records you’d like them to consider for 


There were many compliments on the booklet, both 
in regard to the information contained and also the 
overall appearance. SCGS would like to give a big 
shout-out to Prints Copy Center for their assistance 
in this project. 

P/iirifo 


COPY CENTER 


^o*tc/l£fo\dabl& '€ofUe&utc/lme\'. r 

118 S Sherman Ave - Ames, Iowa 
515 - 292-9362 


Continued in next column (RECLAIM) 
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ISU Historical Department 


Dennis Allen answering questions 



Merlene's Family Tree and History Books 



Ames Public Library Table 



Several Generations of Genealogists 



Genealogy and History Quilts and Books 
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Labor Day 


Editor’s Desk 


Labor Day: What it Means 

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a 
creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to 
the social and economic achievements of American 
workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute to 
the contributions workers have made to the 
strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country. 

The First Labor Day 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on 
Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in 
accordance with the plans of the Central Labor 
Union. The Central Labor Union held its second 
Labor Day holiday just a year later, on September 5, 
1883. 

In 1884 the first Monday in September was selected 
as the holiday, as originally proposed, and the 
Central Labor Union urged similar organizations in 
other cities to follow the example of New York and 
celebrate a "workingmen's holiday" on that date. 
The idea spread with the growth of labor 
organizations, and in 1885 Labor Day was 
celebrated in many industrial centers of the country. 

The character of the Labor Day celebration has 
undergone a change in recent years, especially in 
large industrial centers where mass displays and 
huge parades have proved a problem. This change, 
however, is more a shift in emphasis and medium of 
expression. Labor Day addresses by leading union 
officials, industrialists, educators, clerics and 
government officials are given wide coverage in 
newspapers, radio, and television. 

The vital force of labor added materially to the 
highest standard of living and the greatest 
production the world has ever known and has 
brought us closer to the realization of our traditional 
ideals of economic and political democracy. It is 
appropriate, therefore, that the nation pays tribute 
on Labor Day to the creator of so much of the 
nation's strength, freedom, and leadership — the 
American worker. 

The information above was taken from the U.S. 

Department of Labor website 

(https://www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history). 


WOW!!!! I can’t say that I have ever been part of a 
celebration like the Story County Genealogical 
Society had on Sunday the 26 th . As has been said 
before in this newsletter, everyone came together on 
the day of the celebration and made everything 
happen like it was planned. A big thank you to all 
SCGS members for making this a celebration to 
remember. Also a big thank you to the Ames Public 
Library and to the Ames Public Library Friends 
Foundation for their contributions in making this 
something to remember. At large part of the 
organization of tables and arrangement of seating 
was thanks to the APL who arranged nearly 
everything. 

Don’t forget that we start our regular monthly 
meetings on Monday September 10 th - see the SCGS 
website at www.storygenes.com . 

I talked with a number of people at the 50 th 
Anniversary celebration and, as usual, I would put 
on my Newsletter Editor hat at the proper time. 
More than once, I repeated myself when I told 
someone “Everyone Has A Story To Tell” and I can’t 
think of a better place to tell it than in this 
newsletter. Last Sunday many people got to see what 
genealogists can to (quilts, books, family trees, etc.) 
but I don’t recall ever having a story about any of 
those things for the newsletter. If your ancestors 
were a little bit unusual or did funny things, maybe 
other genealogists would like to hear about it. They 
might also like to hear about their travels and how 
they lived. 


September Holidays 

September 3 - Labor Day 
September 9 - Grandparents Day 
September 15 - Day of Democracy 
September 17 - Constitution Day 
September 18 -Cheeseburger Day 
September 22 - Fall Begins 
+ Various Religious Holidays 
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Iowa and Iowa Counties - SCGS Word Search #4 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 

Answers can be found at Word Search Answers on the SCGS website 


Adams Crawford Harrison 

Allamakee Davis Iowa 

CerroGordo Delaware Jackson 

Clarke Dubuque Lyon 

Clinton Emmet Madison 


Mahaska Ringgold 

Marion VanBuren 

Monona Wapello 

Monroe Winnebago 

Pottawattamie Woodbury 
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President’s Message 

Does everyone have an idea who they 
are going to write about to preserve 
their Family History/Story? 

Alissa Stoehr led us off at our Society meeting about our 
upcoming story writing projects. I can tell she is going to 
be an excellent teacher and I know I will learn much from 
her. She is open to questions and offering help. 

Linda Greethurst at our Genealogy Plus session lead us 
beyond the Dash and we learned how history played in 
many parts of our ancestors lives. Linda will giving us 
another part of Dash at our Society meeting in 
October. The Dash is a poem by Linda Elis. 

So with the many good comments from our Society 
meeting I can tell much was discovered over the summer 
and now we will be learning how to put these findings 
into story form for future generations. 

In November Bonnie Samuel has planned a trip to the 
Iowa State Historical Society for Genealogy Plus. We will 
learn more about how to plan to do research at a library 
at the October Genealogy Plus so are prepared for the 
trip. 

Our Help Sessions will be open - mostly to writing 
questions. But if there are research questions and/or 
computer questions, someone will be there to help as 
much as possible. I want to thank Gwenna for helping 
me with my Norwegian questions at our Session. Your 
tips helped me a lot. 

Really looking forward to the rest of the year. Lots of 
interesting and exciting things have been planned. 



Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday October 8, 2018 
6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 
See Page 4. 

Ames Municipal Cemetery Program 

Sunday October 14, 2018 
2:00 - 3:00 PM 
Ames Municipal Cemetery 
See Page 7 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday October 17, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 
See Page 4 

Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

And Speaker Zachary Campbell 

Wednesday October 24, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 
See Page 7 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

September 8. 2018 Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by 
President Nancy Long. 32 members and 2 guests 
were in attendance. 

President Nancy Long introduced the evening’s 
presenter. Alissa Stoehr is a lecturer in the Sociology 
Department at Iowa State. She has also spent many 
years in genealogy and family history research. 

Her presentation provided a preview of “Writing 
Your Ancestor’s Story,” a series of workshops she 
will facilitate during the SCGS monthly meetings 
from January through May 2019. The focus in 
January will be writing a synopsis of what you want- 
to do. In February work will include outlines and 
storyboards. Writing the story will commence in 
March and continue in April. The May meeting will 
conclude the series with readings of selected stories. 
More details about each meeting will be posted on 
the SCGS website. Pointers about what to bring for 
each meeting will be included. 

Dr. Stoehr plans to attend the SCGS help sessions as 
her schedule allows. Her goal is that all will have a 
tangible product at the end of the course. 

The business portion of the meeting was held after 
Dr. Stoehr’s presentation. Introductions were made 
by attendees relating something they learned about 
family history during the summer or at the 50 th 
Anniversary celebration. Minutes of the May 
meeting were approved on a motion by Merlene 
Whisenand and a second. Treasurer Pete Peterson 
presented the financial report. It will be filed for 
audit. 

On September 19 th the Genealogy Plus program will 
be presented by the Linda Greethurst. Her topic will 
be “The Story in the Dash” providing helps on how 
to discover the events of a person’s life between birth 
and death. 

The Genealogy Help Session will be held on 
September 26 th . Different focus groups can be 

Continued in next column (MINUTES) 


Continued from previous column (MINUTES) 

formed. A suggestion was made to bring information 
needed to access computer programs such as user 
names and passwords so that help time can be 
maximized. 

The historian reported acquisition of some material 
and the need for a new binder. Approval was given 
to acquire one. 

A nominating committee is needed to develop a slate 
of officers for the coming year. There were no 
volunteers at this time. 

Luanne Endreland previewed a cemetery walk 
planned by the Ames Historical Society, Grandon 
Funeral Home and SCGS. It will be held on Sunday, 
October 14 th at 2:00 PM. The gathering will occur 
around the Greeley mausoleum in the Ames 
Municipal Cemetery. The event will showcase eight 
women of Ames from 1855 to the 1900s. More 
information will be available in the SCGS newsletter. 
Luanne is looking for volunteers to portray Cynthia 
Duff and Sarah Emery Gossard. Contact her if 
interested. Her email address is: 
ludvtopaz( 5 )mchsi.com . 

Digitized images of the Ames Tribune are available 
to search and view through the Ames Public Library 
website. A link is under “Research” on the home 
page. 

Comments were made regarding the 50 th 
Anniversary celebration. A thank you was given to all 
who worked on it. “It was great!” 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM 
Submitted by Annette Anderegg 

Axioms To Live By 

Reprinted form an earlier issue 
of the SCGS newsletter - author unknown 

• Everyone has a photographic memory. Not 
everyone has film 

• Seen it, done it, can’t remember it 

• She’s always late. Her ancestors arrived on 
the Juneflower 

• Back up my hard drive?? How do I put it in 
reverse?? 
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Research Road Trip!!! 


* * WANTED * * 

Someone able to record and edit both video 
and audio of SCGS speakers. This would be 
added to our “Members Only” web page and 
possibly Facebook and offer the benefits of 
our programs to those members unable to 
attend our functions. 

Please contact 

membership(5)storvgenes.com 


CORRECTION 

The September 2018 SCGS newsletter contained a 
picture of 2 ladies sitting at a table at the 50 th 
Anniversary celebration at the APL. The caption 
read “ISU Historical Department”. The correction to 
this caption should indicate that these ladies were 
from the ISU Library. Thank you for the correction. 
Shown below is the same picture with the correct 
caption. Thank you for your participation. 



Iowa State University Library 


Tuesday, November 20th, 2018 
Research trip to the 
Iowa State Historical Library 
600 E. Locust, Des Moines, Iowa 

SCGS has arranged an informative tour of the State 
Historical Museum Library Archives in Des Moines 
on November 20th, 2018. 

This is an opportunity to not only learn about the 
holdings in our state archival library, but you are 
also welcome to do some research of your own with 
the able assistance of the librarians. At the October 
Genealogy Plus session (October 17th), attendees 
will learn about pre-planning and preparation for 
such a research trip, such as review of the archive 
catalog online and selecting materials to search. 

All are welcome to take the tour on November 20th. 
Please let us know if you will be participating by 
sending an email to SCGS at info@storvgenes.com. 
or calling Nancy Long at 515-290-8751. There will 
also be an information section on the SCGS website 
at www.storygenes.com. Everyone is responsible for 
their own transportation to the historical library . 

Participants will meet in the lobby on the first floor 
of the State Historical Museum of Iowa (directions 
below) at 10:00 am. If you arrive late, proceed to the 
elevator, go to the 2nd floor to the Library. 

It is suggested that you explore the library archive 
website. Go to iowaculture.gov, click on "Library and 
Archives Research Centers, then explore "various 
collections" and "online catalog." Also scroll down 
the page for info on "rules" for using the archives and 
procedures. 

Directions: Take I35 to 235 and continue on 235 
freeway in Des Moines to E. 6th Street exit. Go south 
(left) on E. 6th to E. Locust Street. The State 
Historical Museum is the corner of E. 6th and E. 
Locust. Street parking is available in the area. 

While the State Historical Museum Library holds 
predominately Iowa materials, there are selections 
from other states as well. Whether your research is 
Iowa based or not, this is an opportunity to learn 
about archive holdings in any state. 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday October 8, 2018 
6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Researching Social History 

Speaker: Linda Greethurst 

Every day is a day in our history. The times in which 
we live influence the lives of family and 
community. Our beliefs, our customs, ideals, and 
traditions are formed through our experiences and 
what has been passed down through the 
generations. Linda Greethurst will talk about the 
importance of knowing the history in the times of 
your ancestors. She will also provide resources to 
find information. 

Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday October 17, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 

Preparing for a Research Trip to the 

State Historical Library of Iowa 

Speaker: Mary Logsdon, Adult Services 
Director, Ames Public Library 

In November we will be going to the State Historical 
Library of Iowa to learn about their collection and 
do some research. This session will help prepare for 
the trip and make the most of the 
experience. Planning is a must! 

October Holidays and Observances 

October 1 - Child Health Day 
October 7 - Chicago Marathon 
October 8 - Columbus Day 
October 9 - Leif Erikson Day 
October 13 - Navy Birthday 
October 16 - Boss’s Day 
October 20 - Sweetest Day 
October 31 - Halloween 


Shop Smile.Amazon.com and 

Help SCGS 

Did you know there is a free and painless way you 
can financially help the Story County Genealogical 
Society? Are you an Amazon.com shopper? 

When you use Smile.Amazon.com you can 
designate “The Story County Chapter of the Iowa 
Genealogical Society” (our official title) to receive a 
small percent of your purchase. There is no 
increase in the price of the items you 
purchase. 

Alternatively, there is an icon on the opening page of 
the SCGS website at storygenes.com that you can 
use. 

This is a service Amazon makes available to 
501(c)(3) non-profit organizations. 

SCGS is grateful for your support! 

Submitted by Mary J. Lohr 

Iowa Genealogical Society 

2018 Fall Conference 

The IGS Fall Conference is Friday and Saturday, 
October 12 & 13, 2018, at the State Historical Society 
of Iowa Resource Center with speaker, Lisa Louise 
Cooke as the keynote speaker. Attend to hear about 
may genealogy topics and maybe win a door prize. 



For more information go to the Iowa Genealogical 
Society website: www.iowagenealogy.org . 
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Grandma Climbed The Family Tree 

There's been a change in Grandma, we’ve noticed it of late. 

She’s always reading history, or jotting down some date. 

She’s tracing back the family, we’ll all have pedigrees, 
Grandma’s got a hobby, she’s Climbing Family Trees. 

Poor Grandpa does the cooking, and now, or so he states, 

He even has to wash the cups and dinner plates. 

Well, Grandma can’t be bothered, she’s busy as a bee, 
Compiling genealogy for the Family Tree. 

She has no time to baby-sit, the curtains are a fright. 

No buttons left on Grandpa’s shirts, the flower bed’s a sight. 

She’s given up her club work, the serials on TV, 

The only think she does nowadays, is climb that Family Tree. 

The mail is all for Grandma, it comes from near and far. 

Last week she got the proof she needs to join the DAR. 

A monumental project - to that we all agree, 

A worthwhile avocation - to climb the Family Tree. 

She wanders through the graveyard, in search of date and name, 

The rich, the poor, the in-between, all sleeping there the same. 

She pauses now and then to rest, fanned by a gentle breeze, 

That blows above the fathers of all our Family Trees. 

Now some folks came from Scotland, some from Galway Bay, 

Some were French as pastry, some German all the way. 

Some went on West to stake their claims, some stayed there by the sea, 
Grandma hopes to find them all as she climbs the Family Tree. 

There were pioneers and patriots mixed with our kith and kin, 

Who blazed the paths of wilderness and fought through thick and thin. 
But none more staunch than Grandma, whose eyes light up with glee, 
Each time she finds a missing branch for the Family Tree. 

Their skills were wide and varied from carpenter to cook, 

And one, alas, the records show, was hopelessly a crook. 
Blacksmith, farmer, weaver, judge, some tutored for a fee, 

One lost in time, now all recorded in the Family Tree. 

To some it’s just a hobby, to Grandma it’s much more. 

She learns the joys and heartaches of those who went before. 

They loved they lost, they laughed, they wept - and now for you and me, 
They live again in spirit around the Family Tree. 


Continued on next page (Family Tree) 
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Continued from previous page (Family Tree) 

At last she’s nearly finished, and we are each exposed. 

Life will be the same again, this we all suppose. 

Grandma will cook and sew, serve crullers with our tea. 

We’ll have her back, just as before that wretched Family Tree. 

Sad to relate, the preacher called and visited for a spell. 

We talked about the Gospel and other things as well. 

The heathen folk, the poor, and then - ‘twas fate, it had to be - 
Somehow the conversation turned to Grandma and the Family Tree. 

We tried to change the subject, we talked of everything, 

But then in Grandma’s voice we heard that old familiar ring. 

She sold him all about the past, and soon was plain to see, 

The preacher, too, was neatly snared by Grandma and the Family Tree. 

By Virginia Day McDonald, Macon GA 
Submitted by Merlene Whisenand approximately October 2000 

Original Author Unknown 



Genealogy Workshop 

Come one and Come all! 

When: Saturday - October 20 th , 2018 
Where: Stanhope Community Center 

600 Main Street 
Stanhope, Iowa 50246 

Time: 9:30 am - 4:00 pm 
Admission is “Free” 



(lunch is provided...free will offering accepted) 



Topics include: New & Unusual “Things & Places” to help your research 
Navigating the new Find-a-Grave 
DAR & YOU 
Restoring Old Photos 


Guest Speakers: Dennis Allen & Cris Nagla & HHH members 
Sponsored by: Hamilton Heritage Hunters Genealogical Society> 

Jj www.facebook.com/HamiltonHeritageHunters 

Questions: // frederick(aglobalecs.net or 515-827-6133 



INFORMATION FROM THE GENEALOGY WORKSHOP ORGANIZERS: 

Laptop Computers are welcome 

Please email Jackie Frederick at iifrederick@globalccs.net if you have any questions 
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More Story County Newspapers 

Available in Digital Format 

By Mary J. Lohr 

Good news for researchers in Story County! The 
newspapers of Ames, Nevada, and Story City have 
been digitized and are now available online. (The 
Roland newspaper has been online for a few years.) 
There is no charge for access. Years of coverage vary 
and some scattered issues may be missing. The 
newspapers can be browsed by date or searched by 
keyword. 

Ames: http: / / ames. advantage-preservation .com/ 
(Includes several titles (1870-2016) 

Nevada: http://nevada.advantage- 
preservation.com/ 

(Includes Nevada newspaper and Watchman 
(1860-2014) 

Roland: 

https: / / rolandhistory. newspaperarchive .com/ 
(Includes McCallsburg Record (1915-1916) and the 
Roland Record (1895-1975) 

Story City: http://berthabartlett.advantage- 
preservation.com/ 

Includes Story City Herald (1887-2013) 


Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday October 24, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 

Speaker: Zachary Campbell and the 
Kelley Cemetery 

Zachary Campbell was 12 years old when he first met 
with Dennis Allen, well known genealogist with 
expertise in software technology. Zach's mother has 
asked Dennis to talk to her son about a project that 
might generate interest in history via technology. 

Check the EVENTS page on the SCGS website for 
more information: www.storvgenes.com . 


Cemetery Walk With A Twist 

The Ames Historical Society along with the Story 
County Genealogical Society and the Grandon 
Funeral & Cremation Care will present a program on 
October 14, 2018 at 2 PM-3 PM at the Ames 
Cemetery, 310 E. 9 th Street, near the Greely 
Mausoleum. The day will start with a seated 
program about notable women of Ames. 

After the program there will be a self-guided tour of 
the graves of the notable women of Ames. Featured 
women of Ames will be Cynthia Duff, Mary Greeley, 
Rowena Stevens, Winifred Tilden, Ada Hayden, 
Nancy Martin, and Sarah Emery Gossard. NOTE: 
Actors will relate the stories of these women of 
Ames. 

Please bring your own lawn chair. Rain date will be 
the following Sunday, October 21 at 2 PM. 

For more information, please go to the Ames 
Historical Society website: http:/ /ameshistorv.org/ . 
Click on Cemetery Walk - Sunday, October 14 , 2018 - 
2:00pm. 

Submitted by Luanne Endreland 


ELECTION DAY 

It’s probably safe to say that November will 
be the General Elections in many states. As 
with every election, it’s very important to 
Register and Vote. Let your voice be heard. 





★★★ 1 

:o 

★★★ 

VOTE 


Don’t you think that your ancestors would 
want you to vote??? 
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Editor’s Desk 


Recommended Genealogy Reading 

The Journey Takers by Leslie Albrecht Huber, 
ISBN 978-0-578-05214-4 

This is a paperback book about 300 pages including 
her citations. She chose a four part format and she 
documents her approach to her research and her 
travels as she followed the path her ancestors 
took. She has included pedigree charts and put in 
bold typeface the ancestor she is researching in each 
part. She also included maps of the areas where she 
was researching. When possible she interviews 
people who knew those she was researching so she 
can bring out the human side of the story so the 
reader can visualize the person. She works with 
individuals in other countries who can help her with 
her research, translate for her and help her find 
where her ancestors lived. It's been awhile since I 
read the book, but I was impressed enough to keep 
it to use a resource for my own writing. 

Submitted by Marti Steelman 



Check the Ames Public Library online catalog for 
availability and other information about this book. 
Their website is: www.amespubliclibrar.org . 



Well, for those of you who read this newsletter and 
also did some snooping on the SCGS website, you 
may have noticed that in November SCGS has 
planned a ROAD TRIP! - but not to a cemetery or 
courthouse. We’re going to the State Historical 
Society of Iowa in Des Moines on November 20. 
More specific details to follow - keep checking the 
website for more information and the necessary 
registration form so we know how many people are 
going. I would like to suggest that we car pool if 
possible. 

I hope that you read the 1-1/2 page poem on pages 5 
& 6.1 read it a couple of times to proofread it, but I 
also re-read it just to soak up the content. WOW - it 
sure can apply today as well as decades ago when it 
was probably written. And to be correct, you may 
want to change Grandma to Grandpa in the poem - 
depending on who is climbing the Family Tree. 

I will write a couple of lines in support of the book 
The Journey Takers shown on page 3. I’m not much 
of a reader but I ordered the book and I have to say 
that so far it’s good. It holds your interest. 

We have at several very interesting items on our 
EVENTS page on our website coming up in the next 
few months. One will be on October 17 th at the APL 
when 14 year old Zachary Campbell will speak to our 
group about his efforts with the Kelley Cemetery. 
The announcement on page 3 is just teaser, but we 
will hear how Zachary built a cemetery program like 
you have probably never seen before. Be There. 

Another interesting item will be a Road Trip to the 
State Historical Society of Iowa in Des Moines on 
November 20, 2018. 

Another interesting EVENT will be the 5 month 
series (January thru May) of writing a story about an 
ancestor. Dr. Alissa Stoehr will be the speaker. 

Of course we will have other programs and EVENTS 
that are genealogically centered. Everyone is 
welcomed to attend. Tell your friends. 
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Farmer’s Word Search #7 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 

Answers can be found at Word Search Answers on the SCGS website 


Acre 

Combine 

Fertilizer 

Machine 

Silo 

Beans 

Corn 

Field 

Run 

Tractor 

Bushels 

Deere 

Iowa 

SeedCorn 

Wagon 

Chevy 

Elevator 

John 

Shed 

Weeds 

Chevrolet 

Farm 

JohnDeere 

Shop 

Wife 
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President’s Message 

October has been jammed full of 
learning opportunities. First - 
Linda Greethurst gave us so many 
hints of where to look for more 
information on how our 
ancestor's lived and another great 
addition to fill in our family history stories. The IGS 
Fall Conference featured - Lisa Louise Cooke and 
she showed us many ways to find information using 
our internet. Mary Logsdon gave us a great 
overview of what things we can find when we visit 
the State Historical Society of Iowa in November at 
our GP meeting. Dennis Allen told us about all the 
many records we can find information at our local 
county courthouse at a meeting in Stanhope. 
Zachery Campbell showed us a wonderful program 
he developed featuring the Kelley Cemetery at our 
Help Session. Bonnie and I made a trip to the State 
Historical Society of Iowa Library Archives and 
found out even more after Mary Logsdon gave us a 
very good base on how to look for items on the 
Library website. What a wealth of information they 
hold and so willing to share. Side note - they also 
have books on other states. 

REMEMBER 

November is our annual meeting and we will elect 
officers. Also, bring your items for a swap. If you 
have genealogy magazines you don't know what to 
do with or books you don't think you will use, good 
time to see if someone else would like them. Also 
bring goodies to share. Send an email go SCGS if you 
have any questions. 
bJcmcy 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday, November 12, 2018 
6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 
See Page 4. 

SCGS ROAD TRIP! 

Tuesday, November 20, 2018 
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
State Historical Library & Archives 
See Page 3 & 4 

Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday, November 28, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 
See Page 4 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME CHANGE 

November 4 

See Page 6 

NO REGULAR MEETING IN 

DECEMBER 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Meeting Minutes — October 8. 2018 


The meeting was called to order at 6: 33 PM by 
President Nancy Long. Twenty-four members and 
one guest were in attendance. 

Introductions were made by attendees indicating 
whether or not they had their DNA tested. Eighteen 
people had done so, seven had not. The question 
generated some discussion about test results, 
connections and understanding outcome. 

Minutes of the September meeting were approved 
on a motion by Dick Cooper and a second. 

Treasurer Pete Peterson presented the financial 
report. It will be filed for audit. 

Historian Paul Martsching reported the purchase of 
a binder for this year’s materials and a three-hole 
punch for the society’s use. 

Upcoming events were noted: 

Genealogy Plus will be presented by Mary 
Logsdon of the Ames Public Library. She will 
provide information about the State Historical 
Library in Des Moines in preparation for next 
month’s trip there. 

The Help Session on October 24 th will feature a 
presentation by Zach Campbell informing of his 
Kelly Cemetery Project. 

Mary Lohr reminded us of the Smile.com feature 
connected to Amazon.com purchases. With each 
purchase made through the Smile.com link a small 
amount will be given to SCGS. The individual’s 
purchase price will not increase. A special sales 
event will occur Oct 29 th through Nov 2 nd . Also 
remember this opportunity to help SCGS on Black 
Friday. 

Suggestion was made that carpooling be considered 
for the Genealogy Plus trip to the State Historical 
Library on Nov 20 th . 

Dick Cooper clarified the date of the October Help 
Session. It was correctly given on the first page of 

Continued in column 2 (MINUTES) 
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the newsletter. The date given in the “Editor’s Notes” 
article was not correct. 

Two officer positions remain to be filled for the 
coming year—Vice President and Librarian. 

“Researching Social History” was the topic 
presented by Linda Greethurst. She began with a 
recap of her September Genealogy Plus presentation 
on filling in the details of an ancestor’s life. She 
named several areas of social history to consider and 
gave resources to learn what daily life may have been 
like for an ancestor. 

Two recommended general information 
books were T he Timetables of History by Bernard 
Grun and A History for Genealogists by the 
Genealogical Publishing Company. 

To gain an understanding and develop an 
ancestor’s story, read books about daily life 
connected to time and place of an ancestor’s life. 
Learn about events (world, national, and local) of the 
time such as: politics, wars, illness, epidemics and 
medicines, accidents and explosions, weather 
events, national events, transportation and mail, 
and inventions. Think about and formulate ideas 
about how these events could impacted an ancestor’s 
life. 

Local newspapers of the time offer valuable 
information and insights. The website 
theancestorhunt.com has newspaper links. 

Find a probate record if available. 

Attendees were given a challenges to also 
start on writing their own story and consider writing 
their own obituary. 

A preview was given of the IGS Conferences to be 
held October 12-13 in Des Moines. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM 

" "CORRECTION: The date of the September 
2018 SCGS meeting was incorrectly reported 
to the editor of the Newsletter. The heading 
should read “ Story County Genealogical 
Society September 10, 2018 Meeting 

Minutes ”. I apologize for the error. 

Submitted by Annette Anderegg 
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State Historical Library and Archives 



Library (SHSI) in 
below: 


When Mary Logsdon, Adults 
Services Coordinator at the 
Ames Public Library, spoke at 
the October 17 th session of 
Genealogy Plus!, she outlined 
ideas for preparing for our 
SCGS visit to the State 
Historical Society of Iowa 
November. Some highlights 


The official address for the SHSI is 600 E. Locust 
Street, Des Moines, Iowa. The SHSI is bordered by 
E Grand on the north, Pennsylvania Avenue on the 
east, E Locust on the south, and E 6 th Street on the 
west. 


SCSI members will meet in Des Moines at the 
State Historical Museum lobby on Tuesday, 
November 20, 2018 at 10AM SHARP! The 

State Historical Museum and SHSI are in the same 
HUGE building (SHSI on the east and Museum on 
the west). There are 2 entrances to SHSI and 
Museum. The front entrance is on E Locust Street 
and the other entrance is on the north side (E Grand 
Street) and it brings you out on the second level 
overlooking the main lobby area. 


The SHSI has some rules that must be followed. 

1. Only pencils can be used - no pens 

2. Bring pencils and paper/binder 

3. Bring 2 quarters for the lockers (coat, bags, 
etc.) outside the library area - quarters will 
be returned when you leave the library 

4. Bring notes of what you want to find (not a 
rule, just a very good idea) 

Pens, food, drink or bags are not allowed in the 
library. Security of the items is of primary concern. 
Many of the items in the library are “one of a kind” 
and are very important. Laptop computers and 
digital cameras are allowed in the library. 

Note that the online catalog can be searched at - 
https://bit.lv/2OM6YuO - copy this link and insert 
it in the URL box at the top of your Web Browser. 

Suggestion: use the Advanced Search feature 
at the top-right of the page 

The library has a vast collection of books, 
periodicals, and family histories, newspapers, 
clipping, articles, manuscripts, vital records, 
photographs, military records, State Archives, 
county records and other materials. For a better 
description of the holdings, you can explore more at: 

https: / / iowaculture.gov/historv/research / collections 


There is a free parking garage at E Grand and 
Pennsylvania. 


SCGS contact at SHSI on November 20 th — 
Dick Cooper - Cell phone and text #609-915- 
0789. 


It is important to do your homework in preparation 
for your trip to SHSI, as you will be overwhelmed at 
the vast amount of information available. Follow 
this Internet link for more information: 

https://iowaculture.gov/historv/research . If you 
scroll about half way down the page you will see 
some of the items available. 

Think about what you want to find out before you go 
to the SHSI. Check out what is available to see in 
SHSI locations in both Des Moines and Iowa City. 
You can make requests for materials (books or 
microfilm) located in Iowa City by November 1. 


If you have any questions, please use the following 
contact information: 

Shari S Stelling 

Librarian, State Historical Library and Archives 

Shari.Stelling( 5 )iowa.gov 

515-281-5070 


A 

Ames* 

PUieUC LIBRARY 




Check the APL website at: 
amespubliclibrary.org for 

upcoming events. Click on 
“More APL Events” to see 
calendars of events. 


Continued in column 2 (ROAD TRIP) 
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Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday November 12, 2018 
6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 

The November regular meeting of SCGS will have 2 
important subjects. 

1) Election of Officers for 2018 

2) Display of writing and report examples in 
genealogical format 

Item #2 is in preparation for the Genealogy Plus! 
Genealogical writing presentations January thru 
April 2019. 

ROAD TRIP! 

Tuesday, November 20, 2018 
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
State Historical Society of Iowa 

Shari S. Stelling — Librarian 
State Historical Library & Archives 

We learned about prepping for a research trip last 
month - now we are off to the State Historical 
Society of Iowa Library to research. We’ll plan to 
meet there at 10AM SHARP, have a library tour by 
staff, and then get to work. 

See more information in the SHSI article on page 3 
in this newsletter. 

Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday November 28, 2018 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library 

Bring your genealogy and computer questions and 
we'll try to help you find a solution. 

REMEMBER 

We will not have a regular meeting in December, 
but we will have an Annual Holiday Help Session on 
December 19, 10am - NOON - WITH GOODIES. 
We will also offer assistance to those who want to 
show up and have questions. 


ODE TO THE SPELL CHECKER 

Eye have a spelling checker 
It came with my pea sea 
It plainly marques four my revue 
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea. 

Eye strike a key and type a word 
And weight 4 it 2 say 
Weather eye am wrong oar write 
It shows me strait a weigh. 

As soon as a mist ache is maid 
It nose bee fore two long 
And eye can put the error rite 
Its rare lea ever wrong. 

Eye have run this poem threw it 
I am shore your pleased two no 
Its letter perfect awl the weigh 
My chequer tolled me sew! 

This poem was taken from Pinterest Genealogy 
Humor. 

Most genealogists know that many of our ancestors 
couldn’t spell very well. 


Writing Made Fun 

Starting on January 14, 2019, Dr. 
Alissa Stoehr will speak to SCGS 
about writing a story about you or 
a favorite ancestor(s). 

Dr. Stoehr will speak on the 
various steps in creating a story at 
the regular meetings of SCGS at 6:30 pm at the Ames 
Public Library. She will present the various steps 
starting on January 14 th , then February 11, March 11 
and April 8. Then on May 13 th selected stories will be 
read. 

Be sure to attend this series of presentations that will 
prove to be very interesting and very pertinent to 
genealogy and story-telling about our ancestors. 
Visit the SCGS website and go to Events to see more. 
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VETERANS DAY REMEMBERED 

April 28,1943 

My dear Son: 

You are now embarked upon what could prove to be 
an extremely hazardous mission. I hope and pray 
that for your sake it shall be quite the opposite and 
instead be a most pleasant experience-an instructive 
and educational tour for you and all your shipmates 
from your top-ranking officer, right on down the line 
of rank and file aboard your ship. Nothing should be 
more inspirational to young men of your ages than 
travel to distant shores and observe life and its 
surroundings as it exists today in various countries 
of the universe. But you must always bear in mind 
all this would mean nothing to you but a blank 
memory unless you train yourself as you travel along 
to be extremely alert and observe closely the 
millions of interesting things you probably will come 
in contact with. Since as I understand you are not 
permitted to maintain a diary or take any kind of 
notes on paper, I can only advise that you strive to 
train your mind to make mental notes, and I trust 
you will not find this such a difficult task. 
Remember, there is nothing beyond the power of a 
real American, if he has the will to back it up, and I 
am depending on you as a true American to prove to 
the world that you have what it takes. 

Yes son, you and your kind are coming home again 
soon, we hope, to chalk up another Victory for our 
side. 

What a grand home-coming that’s going to be for 
Mothers and Dads, and all the boys. Being a veteran 
of World War #1 myself, I was living in hopes that 
there would never be a World War #2 for my son. 
But since it had to be that way Son, lets you and I 
strive to do our part, and help to fix things so there 
will be no World War #3 for your sons, (my 
grandsons). 

As you leave our American Shores, gliding smoothly 
out into the deep blue, I trust that you will be 
comforted by the thought that we at home are going 
to do our bit in every way possible to hasten Victory 
and the return of you and your shipmates. We shall 
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be there at the dock; proudly waving Old Glory in all 
of its splendor to welcome you home again. 

Remember, also, Son, you are leaving behind to 
await your return a part of one of America’s greatest 
Institutions (your mother). Perhaps some of your 
ship mates haven’t got a Mother at home to come 
back to like yourself, and I am going to ask you to 
always bear this in mind, and try to drop her a 
message of cheer every time it is possible-for she and 
the rest of us will be with you every minute you are 
away in mind and spirit, and every day a prayer for 
your safe return. 

So with this thought in mind I shall bring this 
farewell message to a close. Please don’t worry about 
us, for we will be right where you left us, trying to 
keep the home fires burning ‘till the lights come on 
again all over the world, and the Boys come home all 
over the world. 

Daddy 

Contributed by Dick Cooper 

This letter was written by my great 
grandfather’s (Joseph Cooper) son (Arthur) 
and was sent to his son (name unknown) 
who had just joined the Navy. 

VETERANS DAY 
OBSERVANCE & HISTORY 

Veterans Day is intended to honor and thank all 
military personnel who served the United States in 
all wars, particularly living veterans. 

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 
1918 an armistice between Germany and the Allied 
nations came into effect. On November 11, 1919, 
Armistice Day was commemorated for the first time. 
In 1919, President Wilson proclaimed the day 
should be "filled with solemn pride in the heroism of 
those who died in the country’s service and with 
gratitude for the victory". There were plans for 
parades, public meetings and a brief suspension of 
business activities at 11am. 
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ROAD TRIP TO STANHOPE 



On October 20 th , 5 

members from SCGS (L- 
R Bonnie Norman, 
Patricia Sawyer, Dick 
Cooper, Nancy Long, 
Jolene Webber) west to 
an all day workshop 
hosted by Hamilton Heritage Hunters (HHH) in 
Stanhope. 


Dennis Allen started of the day by talking about 
various genealogical related records (at least 25 
types of records) that may be available either online 
or at a courthouse. HHH members talked about 
various topics such as: DAR membership, Find A 
Grave navigation, Iowa Gravestones Project, fixing 
photographs and various digital features that can be 
used to enhance photographs and pictures. 


On October 24 th , Zachary 
Campbell spoke to SCGS 
members about a computer 
program that he has created, 
with the assistance of Dennis 
Allen. 

The computer program 
basically consists of the use of several graphic 
programs to create a “virtual cemetery”, although 
this is not to be confused with Virtual Reality. You 
can use the arrows on your computer keyboard to 
move around the cemetery. Headstone distances 
were measured for accuracy and the graphics and 
shapes of the headstones were carefully reproduced 
so that they look real. The Kelley Cemetery was 
chosen as Zachary’s first project, probably due to 
size. Also, each headstone is connected to a website 
for more genealogy information. 



On October 8 th , Linda Greethurst 
reminded everyone that every day 
is a day in our history. The times 
in which we live influence the 
lives of family and 
community. Our beliefs, 
customs, ideals, and traditions 
are formed through our 
experiences and what has been passed down 
through the generations. We must know the history 
in the times of your ancestors. She also provided 
resources to find information (see page 8). 


You are invited to the State Historical Society of 
Iowa (600 E Grand, Des Moines) on Saturday, 
November 10 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for the 
Centennial Commemoration of Armistice Day (now 
called Veterans Day). Website address is: 

https://iowaculture.gov/historv 


Those in attendance were very impressed with the 
reality of the program and complimented Zachary 
for his many, many weeks of work. 

For more information about Zachary and his 
program, you can go to the SCGS website at: 

https://storygenes.com and click on Blogs Page. 


THANK YOU 

The Story County Genealogical Society offers a very 
big thank you to our October team of speakers - 
Mary Logsdon, Linda Greethurst and Zachary 
Campbell. You are a large part of the reason that 
SCGS is a great, educational organization. 

Daylight Savings Time Change 

Daylight Saving Time officially ends on Sunday, 
November 4 th , but it is normally a good idea to start 
preparation for changing your clock on Saturday, 
November 3rd. The November change to local 
standard time involves moving your clocks back 1 
hour. The official time change is at 2:00 AM on 
Sunday morning when the time will change to 1:00 
AM. So you will get an extra hour of sleep. 




WORLD WAR I ARMISTICE DAY 

Centennial Commemoration 


***** 


Saturday, Nov. 10 
9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
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Mv Life at a Glance 

By 

Jolene Harris 

Jolene Kay Harris was the name Mildred and Walter 
Harris gave their first born daughter some 30 plus years 
ago. I was born on September 11,1950. 

I was the top banana until August 15,1954, when 
my sister, Debra, was born. 

One of my favorite early childhood memories was 
being able to sit on my father’s lap while he read stories 
to his daughters. He held one girl on each knee. Our 
favorite story was Little Black Sambo. 

I had many neighborhood friends. We always 
played in the vacant lot near my home. We played 
softball in the summer and football in the autumn and we 
had snowball fights in the winter. 

As a young person I had an interest in 
photography. I took pictures of everyone and everything. 
This interest led me to work on the annual staff while in 
high school. 

The summer I graduated from high school I 
started to work to finance my college education. This was 
a babysitting job - yelling kids, diapers and knife fights. 
Knife fights? Yes, one little boy in a temper tantrum 
threw a knife at me because I would not let him go 
swimming. 

In the fall I started a two year stint at Iowa Central 
Community College and to finance my education I 
worked at the Eagle Grove Memorial Library as a library 
clerk. Duties included shelving books, assisting patrons 
and chasing birds. Tools of the trade were a broom and 
a fish net. You see the birds came down the chimney into 
the basement and I had to capture them. 

Following Iowa Central Community College I 
attended Ozark Bible College in Joplin, Missouri and to 
finance my education I worked as a janitor and a 
housekeeper. Dust, dust, dust, sweep, sweep, sweep, and 
scrub, scrub, scrub. Oh, those toilets and floors. 

I worked for two years as a domestic engineer, 
before I decided to go to night school. To finance my 
education I worked as a sales clerk at Carter’s Factory 
Outlet in Franklin, Indiana. More yelling, crying kids. 
They were only cute when they were sleeping. 

Continued in column 2 (Mv I.ifel 


Continued from column 1 (Mv Life) 

In 1976 1 moved back to Eagle Grove and decided to take 
business courses at Iowa Central Community College. To 
finance my education I worked at Kastler-Babcock- 
DeYoung Funeral Home as a receptionist. The problem 
here was the place was full of dead beats. The patrons 
didn’t talk to you. So I got bored with this and looked for 
another job. 

In 1978 I began my employment at Promico, Inc., 
a feed manufacturing company, as a receptionist. As a 
receptionist I worked my way up to Office Manager. 
During the years I had varied duties. The funniest thing 
that happened to me while employed at Promico was 
when the plant superintendent brought in from the plant 
a little gray four-legged friend and deposited him on my 
desk. I calmly picked the mouse up by the tail and told 
him to take it out. As he was leaving, I heard him tell 
another employee I wasn’t any fun because I didn’t 
scream. 

Following the closing of Promico and the 
depletion of my savings, once again it was necessary to 
work to finance my education. This time I worked at J. C. 
Penney Co., Inc. as a sales associate. The children weren’t 
bad, but those doting grandmothers were really picky. 

My pet peeve is people who aren’t punctual. I 
detest being late and anyone who makes me late. 

I like to play volleyball, to go for walks and to ride 
my bicycle. I am also active in my local and district 
Business and Professional Women’s Organization. I’ve 
spent many hours cross-stitching pictures which I enjoy 
giving to family and friends. 

My immediate goals are to graduate from Buena 
Vista College and secure employment. I would also like 
to travel. It is my dream that one day I will be able to go 
to Australia to visit the pen-pal I have had since 1963. 

(This was written for an assignment for a class at 
Buena Vista College prior to my graduation in May 
1988.) 

MEMBERSHIP 

Don’t forget that 2019 membership dues are coming 
up within the next couple of months. I’m sure that 
you don’t want to get that reminder when you sign 
into the SCGS website - https: //storvgenes.com. 
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New Genealogy Podcasts 


Suggested Reading 


Two new genealogy podcasts have recently been 
launched that may be of interest to SCGS News 
readers: 


At the October 8 th regular meeting of SCGS, Linda 
Greethurst recommended 2 books that are good 
reading for historians and genealogists. 


Cutoff Genes by Julie Dixon Jackson and Renee 
Colvert, began in late summer 2018. With a tagline 
of “Genetic Genealogy and Fun Times,” this podcast 
explores the world of DNA through personal stories 
and instruction. It features a light-hearted, content 
rich approach. Many of the segments end with a 
“cliff-hanger” that will entice you to listen to the 
next podcast. Episodes are usually published early 
in the week. 

You can find more information and listen to the 
podcast at: https://cutoffgenes.libsvn.com/ 


«r 1 THE 

CHILDRENS 

BLIZZARD 




DAVID LASKIN 


Orphan 

Train 

AX.-4 


CHRISTINA 
RAKER KLINE 



Generations Cafe is a new podcast by well-known 
genealogy blogger and speaker Amy Johnson Crow, 
CG. She describes it as ...’’all about genealogy and 
family history.” The podcast covers a variety of 
topics ranging from “Is Perfectionism Ruining Your 
Family Tree?” to “Citing Sources Without Stressing 
Out.” Each segment is about fifteen minutes long 
and features practical advice. New episodes are 
usually published later in the week. 

Amy also does a complete blog article about each 
podcast. (She doesn’t call them “show notes.”) You 
can read more and also listen to the podcast at 
https: / / www. amvi ohnsoncrow. com 

Submitted by Mary J. Lohr 

November 2018 Holidays 

November 3-4 - Daylight Savings Time ends 
November 6 - Election Day (in 14 states) 

NovemberlO - Marine Corps Birthday 
November 11 - Veterans Day 
November 22 - Thanksgiving 
November 23 - Black Friday 
November 23 - Presidents’ Day 
November 23 - Lincoln’s Birthday 
November 23 - Family Day 
November 26 - Cyber Monday 

And there are many, many more holidays 


The Children’s Blizzard by David Laskin is 
available at the Ames Public Library, Amazon and 
other book locations. 

The Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline is the 
other book that Linda recommended. It can also be 
found at the Ames Public Library, Amazon and other 
book locations. 

From The Editor’s Desk 

Obviously this isn’t a full column like you are 
accustomed to seeing, but I will gladly yield space to 
other worthwhile articles, like we have in this 
newsletter. As I have said before, I am continually 
impressed with the number of articles and amount 
of information that members submit and the many 
SCGS sources of information that can be passed on 
to members who weren’t able to attend 
presentations. Maybe I’ll have a larger column later. 

I hope that many of the SCGS members will take 
advantage of the November 20 th ROAD TRIP! To the 
State Historical Library and Archives. I have been 
there before and it is amazing - the vast amount of 
information that they have and also the helpfulness 
of the librarians. See the article on page 3 for some 
preparation tips. 

Vich Cooper 
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Iowa Counties - SCGS Word Search #5 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 

Answers can be found at Word Search Answers on the SCGS website 


Audubon 

Dallas 

Howard 

Lee 

Sioux 

BlackHawk 

Dickinson 

Iowa 

Louisa 

Story 

Buchanan 

Fayette 

Jasper 

Lucas 

Tama 

BuenaVista 

Floyd 

Jefferson 

Mills 

Washington 

Cherokee 

Greene 

Johnson 

Pocahontas 

Wayne 

Chickasaw 

Henry 

Kossuth 

Shelby 

Wright 
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President’s Message 

Nancy won’t be writing a message 
this month because this isn’t really 
a full newsletter like you are 
accustomed to receiving. So I’ll just leave her picture and 
signature in this column. Thanks Nancy for being our 
president. 

Weuocy 


SCGS’ website has the following message: 


Story County Genealogical Society 

Monday, January 14,2019 
6:30-8:30 PM 

Ames Public Library Auditorium 
Speaker: Dr. Alissa Stoehr 
Getting Ready to Write An Ancestor’s Story 

Take a deep breath! What is the story you want to 
tell? Where do you start your story? Do you have your 
research, images, and documentation organized and 
easily accessible? Who is your audience? 

(Assignment: write a synopsis, or preface to your story, 
along with an Ancestor profile for the main characters) 
of your story.) 


***Please note: There are no 
scheduled SCGS events in 
December. We'll be back to the 
regular meeting schedule in January 
2019 .*** 

The SCGS events for January will be listed in this short 
newsletter. Please see the next column for the listing of 
times. 


Genealogy Plus! 

Wednesday, January 16,2019 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 
Speaker: Dr. Paul Lasley 
Changing Demographics in Your Ancestors' Time 

Dr. Lasley returns to discuss change and shifts in social 
strata: how lives changed due to influences and pressures 
of advertising, urbanism, consumerism, emerging 
professions and technology 


December Holidays: 

December 1 - Rosa Parks Day 
December 7 - Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
December 13 - National Guard Birthday 
December 17 - Pan American Aviation Day 
December 17 - Wright Brothers Day 
December 21 - December Solstice 
December 24 - Washington’s Birthday 
December 26 - Kwanzaa (first day) 

December 31 - New Year’s Eve 

Plus many, many religious holidays and observances 


Genealogy & Computer Help Session 

Wednesday, January 23,2019 
10:00 AM - Noon 
Ames Public Library Auditorium 

Bring your genealogy and computer questions and we'll 
try to help you find a solution. 

More information on each of the events listed above 
can be found on the Story County Genealogical 
Society website at: www.storygenes.com/events 
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Editor’s Message 


Writing Made Fun 

Starting on January 14, 2019, Dr. 
Alissa Stoehr will speak to SCGS 
about writing a story about you or a 
favorite ancestor(s). 

Dr. Stoehr will speak on the various steps in creating a 
story at the regular meetings of SCGS at 6:30 pm at the 
Ames Public Library. She will present the various steps 
starting on January 14 th , then February 11, March 11 and 
April 8. Then on May 13 th selected stories will be read. 

Be sure to attend this series of presentations that will 
prove to be very interesting and very pertinent to 
genealogy and story-telling about our ancestors. Visit the 
SCGS website and go to Events to see more. 

NOTE: 

The first presentation by Dr. Stoehr will be on January 
14 th . As noted in this newsletter and on the SCGS website, 
the first assignment will be: write a synopsis, or preface 
to your story, along with an Ancestor profile for the main 

character(s) of your story. 

Road Trip! 

The SCGS Road Trip to the State Historical Society of 
Iowa Library and Archives that was held on November 
20 th was an overwhelming success. It was estimated that 
there were approximately 30 people in attendance. One 
nice part was that many were SCGS members but some 
were not. The tour of the facility and explanation of 
some of the features found in the library and archives 
was conducted by the Director Shari S Stelling. It has 
already been discussed that maybe SCGS should 
sponsor an event like this again. 



As you can tell, even the short December newsletter can 
be compiled without the President’s Message, but it must 
have an Editor’s Message, (obviously that’s because the 
editor created this newsletter). 

The 2019 officers were elected at the November meeting 
and will be listed in the January newsletter. Thank you to 
all of the officers who served in 2018 (and before). If you 
feel that you would like to help SCGS in planning future 
events or help on one of the several committees, please 
contact us at info@storygenes.com . 

As you will note on the SCGS website, 2019 has already 
started to fill up as far as events and programs of interest 
to genealogists and historians. I encourage you to visit the 
SCGS website to check it out. Those of you who receive 
this newsletter via email can go to any link shown for the 
SCGS website (https://storvgenes.com) , click on the 
website address (URL) and if you have an Internet 
connection it will take you to the SCGS website. 

Of course this issue of the newsletter has a SPECIAL 
Word Search for December. I couldn’t let a month go by 
without a Word Search. 


Pearl Harbor Remembered 

Pearl Harbor was the site of an event that changed 
not only the United States but the world. 
December 7th, 1941 marks the fateful day the 
Japanese launched a surprise attack on the 
unsuspecting base on the island of Oahu. The 
shocking offensive left 2,403 dead and over 1,000 
wounded. The Japanese onslaught also forced 
America out of its stance of isolation and into war 
production, eventually shifting the tide of history 
in favor of the United States and her allies. 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and Happy 
New Year from your editor 
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December Words - SCGS Word Search #8 
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Words may be horizontal, vertical or diagonal and may be backward 
Answers at Word Search Answers on the Story County Genealogical Society website 


Blizzard 

Cookies 

Food 

Mistletoe 

Snow 

Candles 

Decorations 

Friends 

NorthPole 

Thankfulness 

Celebration 

Eggnog 

Gifts 

Occasion 

Wassail 

Choir 

Elf 

Hanukkah 

PearlHarbor 

Winter 

Christmas 

Family 

Kwanzaa 

SantaClaus 

Wrap 






























































